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A Legall Vixdication | 
Of the Liberties of England, 


AGAINST 


ILLEGALE TAXES 
And pretended AG of Parliament 


Lately enforced on the PzOPLE: 
os OR 


Pe Reaſons aſſigned by W1LLIAM PRYNNE of 

# Swainſwick in the County of Sommer/et, Eſqnire, why he 
£4 canneither in (vaſcience, LaW, nor Prudence ſubmit to 
. the New i/legall Tax or (vntribution Of 


> Ninety Thouſand pounds the MoNnTnz 
Lately impoſed on the K ingdom,by a pretended Att 


of ſome Commons in (or rather our of ) Pa'liament. 
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ESAY 1.7. He looked for Judgment,bit4:ho/4 Opprefſion; 
for Righteouſneſs, bur behold a Cry. © 

PSAL. 12. 5. For the Oppreffſion of the p50r, for the Sigh- 
ing of the needy; now will I ariſe (faith the Lord jand Will 
ſet him in ſafety from him that Would en'nare him. 

Exx0D. 5. 5, 6. Ihave alſo heard the groaning of the chil- X; 
dren of Iſrael, whom the e A gyptians keep in bondage ; 
and I have remembred my Covenant. Wherefore ſay unto 3 
the children of Iſrael, I am the Lord, and 1 will bring Sp 
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1 will 714 yoa ont of their Boutage : and [ will redeem 7: 
you With a ſtretched out arm, and with great Judgments. 2:0 
 EccLiEes.4. 1,2. SoI retyrued and conſidered all the Op- oe 
preſſions that are done unier the Sun,und beheld the te rs ©» 
of [ſuch as were oppreſſed, and they had no C omforter; aud gt 
! the hand of their Oppreſſors there wa power, but they $,* 
had no Cemforter: Wherfore I praiſed the dead which are I 


already dead, more thea the living Which are yet alvve. £4] 
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by WILLIAM PRYNNE, &c. 


X Eing on the 7th of this inſtant June 1649 informed by the 
| Aſſeſſors of the Pariſh of Swarn/wi: ks, that 1 was aſſeſſed 
| at2l. 5s. for three months Contribution, by vertue of a 
(pretended) A of rbe Commons afſembl-d in Porlia 

went, bearing date the ſeventh of Avril laſt, aſleſſing the King- 
dom at ninty thouſand pounds monthly, beginning from = 
25 of March laſt, and continuing for ſix months next enſuing, 
towards the maintenance of the Forces to be contrrexed in England 
ad Ireland, and the paying of ſuch as are thought fir to be dirband- 
ed, that ſo Frer-quarter may be taken of ; whereof 3075 |. 175. 
14. ob. is monthly impoſed on the County, and 21. 5 «. 3d. 
on the ſmall poor Pariſh where I live ; and being ſince, on the 
fifteenth of «ne required co pay in 21.55. for my proportion : 
I returned the Ce4e&or this Anſwer, That I conld neither in 
Conſcience, Law nor Prudence iv the leaft meaſure ſubmit to the 
wolantary peyment of this ilirgalt Tax, and unreaſonable Contri- 
bution, (after all my unrepaired loſſes and ſufferings for the pub- 
ich Libertie) amounting to fix times more then Sy1p-MONETY, 
(the times conſidered) or any other iHegall Tax of the late behead- 
£6-King, ſo much declaimed againſt in onr three laft Parliamerrs, 
hy ſome of thoſe who impoſed this, And that I would rather ſubmit 
to the pamnſulles} death and ſevereſt punifhment the Impoſers or E x. 
attors of it conld inflift upon me by their arbitrary power (for le- 
gall they bad noxe) then voluntarily pey , or net oppeſ* it in my 
place and, calling to the nttermeſt, npon the ſame, if not orrter rea» 
ſont, as ] eppugned (a) Ship-money, Knight-hood, and other ww. 
lawfall Impofutions of the late King and his Conncell heretofore, 
And that they and all the world might bear witnefſe, I did ir 
B not 


a)Sec my hur:- 
ble KR-meonjt, «FELT 
agairſt Ships 
money, * 


| 
| 


"11 Cent Ree a” 


(2) 

not from meer obſtinacy or ſullenneſſe ; but out of folid rea!l 
grounds of Conſcience, Law, Prudence, and publick affeftion 19 
the weal and liberty of my native Country (now in danger of 
being enſlaved under 2 new vaſſalage, more grievous then the 
worlt it ever yet ſaſtained under the late, or any other of our 
worſt Kings) I promiſed to draw up the Reaſons of this my re- 
faſall in wricing, and to pabliſh them, ſo ſoon as poſſible, ros the 
Kirgiom for my own Vindication, and the betrer information 
and atisfaRion of all. ſuch as are any wayes concerned in the 
impoſing, colle&ing, levying or paying of this ſtrange kinde of 
Contribution. In purſuance whereof, | immediatly penned theſe 
enſuing Reaſons ; which I humbly ſabmit to the impartial! Cenſure 
of all :- nſcientions and judicious Engliſhmen ; deliring either their 
in:enuous Refutation, if erroncom ; Or candid Approbation, if ſub- 
ftantiall and irrefragable, as my conſcience and judgem:nt perſwade 
me they are, and that they will appear ſo to all :mparrial Peru- 
ſers, after full examination. 

Firſt, By the fundamental Laws, and known Statates of this 
Realm, No Tax, Tallage, Ayd, Impoſition, Contributton, Loan 


or Aſſeſlement whatſoever, may or ought to be oppoſed or levied 


on the free men and people of this Realm of Englavd, but by 
the WILL and COMMON ASSENT of the EARLS, 
BAR ONS, Knights, Burgeſſes, Commons, and W HO LE 
REALM ina freeandfull PARLIAMENT, by ACT 
OF PARLIAMENT : All Taxes, &c. not ſo impoſed, 
levied (though for the common. defence-and profit of the - 
Realm) being wnjnſt, oppr:fi ve, inconſiſtent With the Liberty and 
Property of the Subjeft, Laws and Statwees of the Realm ; 3s is un- 
denyably evident by the expreſle Statutes of Magna Chara, cap. 
29,30. 25.E.1.C.5.6. 34. E.1. De Tallagso non concedendo, cap.1- 
21.E.3. Rot. Parl. n,16. 25.E.3. c.8. 35. E. 3. Rot.-Parl. n.26. 
45- E. 3. Rot. Parl.n. 42. 11.H. 4. Rot. Parl. n.10. 1.R.3.C-2. 
The Petitson of Right, and Reſolutions of both Honſes againſt 
Loans, 3 Carol: : 1he Votes and Ads againſt Ship- money, Knight- 


kood, Tonnage and Poundape,and the Star-chamber this laſt Par- 
liament, 17. & 18. Caroli. And fully argued and demonſtrated 
by Mr. wiliam Hackwel in his Argument againſt Impofitions ; 
Judg Hwrton and Judg Crook in their Arguments,and Mr.St.Joby 
10 his &-gument and Speech againſt Ship-money, with other 4r- 


gruments 


| (3) 

' - qamtritr and Diſcourſes of 04 ſubjeR: Sir Edward Cock in his 
2 Inſtir. (publiſhed by Order of the Commons Houle) ag 59. 
60. &c 527,528.529.532.533 &c. with ſundry cther Records 
and [a w-books cited by thote great Rabcoics of the Law,and Pa- 
triots cf the Peoples Liberties. Bat the preſcn: Tax of Ninety 
Thouſand pounds a Month, now cxaQted of me, was not thus 
impoſed. Therefore it ought not to be demanded of,nor levied 
on ine ; and I onght.in conſcience, law and prudence to with» 
ſtand it as urjuſt , oppreflive, incorfiſtent with the Licerty 
and Property of the SubjeR, Laws and Statutes of the Realm. 

To make good the Afſumption,which is only queſtionable, 

Firſt, This Tax was not impoſed in, but out of Parlia- 
ment, the late Parliament being aQtually difſolved avove two 
moaths before this pretendedA& by theſeTax-impoſers taking 
away the Kipg by a violent death, as is exprelly reſolved by the 
Parliament of 1 H.4. Rot. Parl. n.1, by the Parliament of 14 
H.4. and 1 H.5. Rot. Parlizm. n.26.Cook 4 Inſticutes P.46. 
and 4 E. 4 44.0. For the King being both che Head, beginning, 
end and foundation of the P arliament (a8 3o1ns tenends Parlia- Cots 
mentum : and Sir Edward Cooks 4. Inftit. p.3. relolve ) which Gu 
was ſummoned and conſtituted only by his writ now(5)a&- 7. Report. zo, 
ally abated by his death : and the Parliament(as it is evident by 31. Dyer 165. 
. the clauſes of the ſeverall Writs of Summons to (c) the Lords, 4 £4 443:44- 
and fe> the eleftion of Knights and-Burge:(ſer,and levying of their pad agg 
wages)being onely P ARLIAMENT UM NONSTRUN, ,;,, © 
the Kivgs Parliament that is dead not kis Hcirs and Sacceffors; c. Cromprens 
and the !.ords and Commeas being all ſummoned and autho- Jwisdiffien of 
rized by it tocometo HIS PARLIAMENT, there to oc -— oy 
preſent,and conferre with HIM(NO BISCU M, not His "ae o aa 
Heirs and Succeſſors) ofthe weighty urgent 8tzires that cor- 
cerned (NOS) HIM and HIS KINGDOME of Eng- 
land; and the Krights and Burgeſſes receiving their wages for, 
Nuperad NOS ad P ARLIAMENTU M NOSTRUM 
venien20,G-c, quod ſommoneri FECI MUS, adtratandaum 
ibidem ſuper diverſis & arduis Negetis NOS & Statum 
REGNI NOSTRI targentibms, as the tenor of the (4) Writs , Ls 
for their wages determines. The King being dead , and his ,... ou 
Writ and Authority by which they are ſummoned , with the Clauſ.Regig. 
ends for which they were called ( to confer: with HIM, hr {,192,200, 
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(4) : | 
M1<.andt'HIS KINGDOMS affairs, &&c. being thereby 
abſolutely determined, without any hopes of revivall ; the Par- 
lament it ſelf mult thereupon abſolutely be determined like- 
wiſe (eſpecially to thoſe who have diſ-inherited HIS HEIRS 
and SUCCES)ORS,. and voted down onr Monarchy it ſelf ) 
and theſe with all other Members of Parliament, ceaſe to be any 
longer Members of ir, being made ſuch only by the Kings aba- 
ted Writ; even as all Judges, Juſtices of peace, and Sheritis 
made only by the Kings Wric or Commiſſion, not by Letters 
Patents, ceaſe to be Judges, Juſtices, and Sherifts by the Kings 

death, for this very reafon, becauſe they are conſtitured 7n/Fici- 
arios &- Vicecomues NOSTROS ad Pacem NOST RAM,CGc. 
c::flodiendam ; and he being dead, and his Writs and Commil- 
fions expired by his death, they can be his Judges, Julhces, and 
Sheriffs no longer to preſerve HIS Peace,&c. (ri0-more the: 
a wife can be-her decealed Husbands Wite, and bound to his 
obedience, front which the was looſed by his death, Row. 7. 2,3. ) 
And his Heirs and Succeſlors they cannot be, unlefle he pleaſe ro 
oY 4 Ed: 4446 make them fo by his new Writs or Commiſſions, as all our 
1 E 5.1.Brook (e) Law-hooks and Judges have frequently reſolved upon this 
Commiſſions. very reaſon, which equally exnends to Members of Parliament, 
19.21. Otk. asto Judges, Juſtices and Sheriffs, .as is agreed in 4 E. 4. 43, 44 
—_— # any and Brooke, Office and Officer, 25. . Therefore this Tax being 
Repbiht6 bn. clearly impoſed not in, bur out of, and after the Parhament end- 
tE.5.c.7.Dal- ed by the Kings decapitation , and that by ſuch who were then 
tons Juſtice of no lawfull Knights, Citizens,” Burgeiſes or Members of Parlia- 
eace,c.3 P13 ment, but onely private men, . their Parhamentary Authority 
Lanbert-p.71 « zpiring with the King, it muſt needs be illegall, and contrary 
to all the fore-cited Statutes ; . as the Convocations and Clergies 
'Tax and Benevolence. granted after the Parliament diflolved in 
the year 1649. was reſolved ito be by both Houles of Parliament, 
and thoſe ad/u1ged high Delinquents who had any hand in-pro- 

moting 1t. 

>. Adinic the late Parliament ſtillin being, yer the Houſe of 
Peers, Ears and Barons of che Realm were no ways privie nor 
confentins to this Tax, impoſed without , yea, againittheir con- 
ſents in Gire@ aftront of their moſt ancieat andabitable Parlia- 
mentary Righr and privitedpes, (theſe Tax-maſters having pre- 
{ated ro vote down and null their very Houſe, dy their _ 

Rs ef croache 


croiched rranfcendent power) as appears by the tirſe and body” 
of this pretended AR, 'emituled by them, An A# of THE 
CO MATONS aſſembled it Parliament: Whereas the Houſe 
of Commons alone, though full and free, ' have no more lawfai! 
Authoriry toizpoſe afty Tax upon the people, -or make any AF 
of Parliament or binding Law without the Kings or Lords con- 
currence, then the man in the Moon, or the Convocation, Azz» 
1540. after the Partiament diflolved (as is evident by the 
expreſs words of the fore-cixed Afts,the Peririon of Right ir ſelf; 
As, forthe Triemniall Parliament; and 2gainictheproroguins 
or diffolvins this Parliament, 17. Carecls: with 'a!l our printed 
<ratutes, (f) P arliament-Rolts, and (5) La\v-Books: ) they 14K 2-1, 
n2ither having nor challenging the ſole Legiſl1cive power inany ff + ng 
ace; and Þeing not ſo much as ſummoned to, nor conſtirutine”, .. * ans 
mc mbers of our (b) ancient Parliaments, (which conſiſted of the Co (Hz ls, 
KXing,and Epirituall and Temporall Lords, wichour any Knights, b. 7. H 7.27 
Citizens or Burgeſſes,2s all our Hiſtories and Records arreſt } cull 75-41: 7. _ 
49 H.3.at ſoonelt;they having not ſo much as a Speaker or Com- apa wg 
mons Hovſe,ri! afcer the beginning of King'E4. the third's regn; Book. Partia- 
and fe!dom or never preſumins ro make or tender any Bills or men:. 76.197. 
Ads totite King or Lords, but Petitions only for then to redreſs £99k 4 In- 
their grievances and enxt new Laws, til long after Rich. rhe te - IP TE 
conds time, as our Parliament Rols, and the printed prolognes to ( fry Foxy 
the Statutes of 1.4.5.9, 16.20. 23.36.37. and 5c. £4:4. r Rich.2. 5rand inmett, 
1.7:4-5-7-9.11.13. Hey. 4.1. 2. 3.4. 8:5. Hew3. 1.2.3.4.6.8. 20d my Plea 
9.19.11.14-15.29.28.29.39. Hen: 6.". 4.7.8.12.17. 22 Ed. 4. '** the Logs, 
and 1 Rich.;. evidence {which run all in chis form, - A: the Par- 

lament holden,c. by THE ADVIC Ezand ASSENT OF 

THE LORDS SPIRTTUALL and TEMPORAEL 

and at THE SPECIALL INSTANCE and RE- 

QUEST 'OF THE COMMONS OF THE REALM, 

(BY THETR PETITIONS put in the ſaid Parliames:, 

as ſome prologues havent.) Omr Lord the King hath cau'ed to be 
ordiined, or ordained CERT AIN STATUTES, G&c.) 
where the adviſing and aſtentins t0 Lawes is appropriated to the 


Lorde; the ordaining of them ro the King ; and nvhing but the = 
requetting of, and peritioning for them tothe Commons , borh | 


irom kingand Lors, in whom the Legiſlative power principallr, 
nat ſoieif refded; as is manifeſtiby the priced Prologue to the 
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6) 
Statute of Aſerton. 20. Hen.z, The Statute 0” Moptemarn 7 Ed. 
I. 31. Ed. 1. De A/portatis Religioſorum, the Statute of She- 
riffs, 9. E.2. and of the Templers, 17E.2.to cite no more..-There- 
fore this T ax:impoſed by the Commons alone without King vr 
Lords,muſt needs be void, ilſegall, and no ways obligatory to'the 
ſubjects. 

3. Admit the whole Houſe of Commons in a full and free Par- 
liament had power to impoſe a Tax,and make an At of Parlia- 
ment for levying it without King or Lords; { which they nevec 
did,nor pretended to in any age) yet this Atand Tax can be no 
ways obliging, becauſe not made and impoſed by a full and free 
Houſe of Commons, but by an empty Houſe, packed,ſwayed,over- 
awed by the chief Otficers of the Army, who have prelumed by 


meer force and armed power, againſt law and withour prelident, 


(1) Cooks 4 
Inſtitutes p. 1, 


to ſeclude the major part of the Houſe(ar leaſt 8 parts of 10)who 
by law and cuſtom are the Houſe it ſelf, from ſitting or Voting 
with them, contrary to the Freedom: and priviledges of Parlia- 
ment;readmitting none but upon their own terms. An uſurpation 
not to be paraleld in any age,deſtrudtive to the very being of Par- 
liaments; (z) Where all Members ex debito Fuſticie, ſhould with 
equal Freedom meet and (peak their minds : injurious to all thoſe 
'Counties,Cities, Boroughs,whole Knights,Citizens and Burgeſ(- 
ſesare ſecluded,and to the whole Kingdom; yea, contrary to all 
rules of reaſon, juſtice, policy, conſcience, and their own, Agree- 
ment of the people,which inhibit the far leſſer part of anyCouncel, 
Court, or Committee, to overſway, ſeclude or fore-judg the ma« 
jor number of their Aſſeſſors and fellow-members, over whom 
they can no ways pretend the leaft juriſdiction, it being the high- 
way to uſher Tyranny and confution into all Councels & Realms, 
ro their utter difſolution;ſince the King alone without Lords and 
Commons, 'or the Lords alone without King or Commons, may 
by this new device make themſelves an abſolute Parliament to im- 
poſe Taxes and enact Laws without the Commons, or any other 
torty or tifttyCommoners meeting rogerher without their compa- 
nions do the like, as well as this remnant of the Commons make 
themſelves a compleat Parliament without King, Lords, or their 
fellow-Members, if they can but now or hereafter raiſe an Army 
co back them in it,asthe Army doth thoſe now litting. 
4. Suppoſe this Tax ſhould binde theſe Counties, Cities, and 
| Boroughs 
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| +5 M | h 
Burronghs, whoſe Knights, Citizens and Bnrgeſfes fate and con- 
ſented ro it when impoſed, (though I dare ſwear impoſed againft 
the minds and wils of all or moſt of thoſe they repreſent ; (who 
bythe : Armics new Dotrine,, may juftly geſtion and r:voke 
their authority for this higb breach of Truſt ; the rather, becauſe 


a) Declarat. 
Nov.28 & 30. 


the Knights and Burgefſes aſſembled in the firſt Parliament of **4*: 


13-E.3. Rot.Parl. n 8. Did all refuſe to grant a great extraordinary 
Subſittic then demanded of them (thongh not comparable to this) 
for the neceſſary defence of the Kingdom apairſt foraigy Enemies, 
rill they had conferred With the Counties and Burronghs for Which 
vhey ſerved, and gained their afſents :) Yet there is no ſhadow 
of Reaſon, Law.or Equity, it ſhould oblige any of the fecluded 
Members themſelves, whereof I am one; or thofe Counties, Ci- 
ties or Burronghs, whoſe Knights, Citizens and Burgefſes have 
been ſecluded or ſcared thence by the Armies violence, ot ſetling 
Members illegal! Votes for their ſecluſion ; who abſolucely dif- 
avow this Tax and AR as un-parliamentary, illegall, and never 
aſſented to by them in the leaſt degree ; ſince the 9xely (t) reaſon 


in Law, or equity , why Taxes or Atty of Parliament eblige any © 
Aember, Connty, Burronghor Snbhjet, ts, becauſe they are parties " 


and conſenting thereuvto either in proper perſon ; or by thiir choſe 
Repreſentatives in Parliament ; it being a received Maxime in all 


[) 35.Ed. 3.7. 
4. Hh. 7.20, 


ſt::.p.1.25,24, 
1 Jac.cap 1, 


Laws, ,2u42d tangit omner, ab omnibus debet approbari. Upon 2) 39-E 3.18, 


which reaſon it is judged in our ® Law-bovks , That By- Laws 
oblige onely thoſe Who ar: parties , ard conſent wto them, but 191 
ſtrangers, or ſuch Who aſſented not thereto, And (whi:ch comes 
fully to the preſent caſe). in 7, H. 6. 35. 8. H. 6. 34. Brook An- 
cient Demeſne 20. & Parl. 17. 101. Ir is refolved, Thar anci:ne 
Demeſne us a good plea in a Writ of Waſte upon the\Starutes of Wiſts, 
becanſe thoſe in ancient Demeſue Were net parties to the making 0 
chem, FOR THAT-THEY- HAD NO KNIGHTS NOR 
BURGESSES IN PARLIAMENT, mor contribut:d to thiir 
expencesr. And Judge. Brook Parliament 101. hath' this obterva- 
ble Note, It # moſt frequently found, that Wales and County Pa- 
latines, WHICH CAME NOT TO THE PARLIAMENT (in 
former times, which now they do) SHALL NOT BE BOUND 
BY THE PARLIAMENT OF ENGLAND : for avcizzr Da 
meſne 1s a good Plea im an att ion of Waſte, and yet antient Demeſye us 
wes excepted ; and it is 6nacted, 2, Ed, 6. cap 28, That Fines cyt 


Ig. 21 .H.7.4. 
908 Cy- 
ſtoms 6. 22, 
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;Prochamation ſhall. be 71. cage? Jer that. the forme. Starntef 
| did net extend £0.it ; And it, evett 0, Tas. e Five evd Precla+ 

mazion ſaall be in Lancaſter. 51,86,6:E9.!65 6.26. 4d ina Prooige 


/ . mation upon ah cyigent..z, given by the Stratute in Cheſter ;ayd 
, . Wales 1-E-6.c. T7 And by another Aft to Lancaſter, 5.8:6.E.6: 


0bjet. 


C.26.. And the Statutes of uſtices of Peace exterided. not to'Wſajes 


and the Gounty, Palazine ; and therefore an Ft Was made for Wales 


and Cheſter, 27. H.$: & 5» who had Knights and Burgeſles 
neo that, Pacliamenc. for that and fucure Parkaments 
by A of Parliament, 27, Hen. 8. cap. 26. ſince which they 
have continued their- wages being to be levied by the Statute 
of 35.H.8.c.11. Now, af Acts of; Parliament -bound not Wales | 
and Coupes .PaJatines,..which had anciently-no Knighes: not 
Burgeſles in Farljameat to neprefent there, becawic they neither 
perſonally nor: repreſentatively were patties and conſenters to 
them ; much lefle then can or ought this heavie Tas, and ille- 
all A&.to binde thoſe Kaights, Citizens and Burgeſſes, or 
thoſe Counties, Cities and Burroughs they. repreſented, who 
were forcibly ſecluded, or driven -away:from the Parkament by 
the confederacy, practice, or connivance at teaſt, of thoſe now 
ſitting, who impoled this Tax, and- paſſed this ſtrange AG ; e- 
ſpecially, being for the ſupport and continuance of rhoſe Oth- 
cers, and that Army who traiterouſly ſeifed and ſecluded them 
from the Houſe, and yet detain {ome of them priſoners, | againit 
all Law and Juſtice, The rather, becauſe they are the far major 
part (above fix times as many as thoſe that ſate and- (hut them 
out) and would no-wayes bave, conſented to-this illepall Tax, or 
undue manner.of impoſing it, withogt the Lords concurrence, 
had they: been preſent. And, I my ſelf, being beth an unjuſtly 
impriſonsd and ſecluded, Member, and neither of the - Knights 
of the County of Sewer/er, where 1 Jive, preſent or conſenting 
to this Tax or. Ac, one or both of them being forced: thence by 
the Army, . I: concezve neither gy fſelf,, nor. the Edunty where 
I live, nor the Borough for which I ſerved, -in the leaſt meaſure 
bound by; this At or Tax, bur cleerly exempted from them, 
and obliged with all our might and power efieQually to op. 
pole them. -\ . 05AM5 TO TEHAMAKIYEAS Att Yo 
IF any here objet, That: by the cultem of Parliament forty 
Members onefly are ſufficient tro make a Gommons-Houſe _— 
| 1ament 


DR Oo) FRY 
it ament,and there were at leatt to mariy preſent when this Tax 
was impoſed : Therefore it is valid and obligatory both to the 
'Cecluded abſent Members and the Kingdom. 


"Members zre ſufficient to make a Gommons Houle to begin 
| prayers, and bufinefkes of leſſer moment in the beginning of the 

day, till the other Members come, and the Houſe betull ; yer 
40 were never in any Parliament reputed a comperent num- 
b:r to grant Subſidies, paſſe, or read Bills; or debate or con + 
clude matcers of greateſt motnent;which by the conftant Rults 
& uſage of Parliament, were neyer debmed, concluded, paſſed, 
but in free and fall Howſe, when all or moſt of the Members 
were preſent, as the Parliament Rods, fowrnals, Aſodms tengn- 

d& Parhamentum, Sir Edward Cooks 4 Loltieus, p. 1.2 26. 35+ 
36. Cromptons Juriſdiftion of Courts,f.1 &c.z9. E.3-7. Brook 
Parliament/27; I, Fc. c.r.and the many Records | have cited 
to this purpoſe in my Levellers levelled, my Plea for the Lo ds, 
and Afemexto, p.10. abundanily prove beyond contradiQtions; 
| for which cauſe the Members ought to be fined , and loſe their 
wages,jt abſent without ſpicisl Licence, us. Modus trnonds Pare 

kawentwer, 5 R. 2; Pari2;c.4. 9. HS.c.16 nod 4 Coffetten of 
| - al Ordar,oc. of thelate Parliament, pr. 264. 357. with gheir 
| frequent ſymmoniog and fining abſent M-aſbers, evidence. 

- Secondly, Theugh foety. Members onely may:pcradnentura 
makean Houle ins caſes-of zbloluce nacefſity; when tho ir: 
through ficknes,& publick or ptivateoccaſions,are yaluntarily: 
or negligently abſent z and might freely repair thither to fir or- 
give their Votes if they pleaſed: yet forty Members never yet 
made a \Commons Honle by:cuſtome of Parliament (thbete bt- 
ing never any ſach caſotil now) when the reli(beipgabovefiaur: 
hundred) were forcibly ſectaded,or driven thence'by an: army, 
through the pratice or connivance' of thole forty fitting, : of 

ethat they,ſhould not over nor countat-vorte them z, 
much lefſe xn Houle to ſequeſter or expell the'other Mrmbers, 
or impoſe any Tax upon them. Till they (hew-awe ſuchia laws. 
cuſtom or Prefident of Parliament/not to be found io apy age) | 
all they pretend is nothing to purpoſe, or the preſent cafe. | 
7 - Thirdly, Neither :forty Members , oor 2: whole Houle of. 
, - rea Mak 
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I anſwer, Firſt, That though regularly it be true, that forty ' 


Anſw. 


| $©) 
» Partiimedr; or Law cod. nya 2 Tax,or make any 
n) See my Plee - ARt of 'Partiament, without the King and Lerds, as I have (#) 
ad bg Lords, already proved; mnch Ifle after they ceafcd to be Members by 
Pupb3og " ythe Patlizments.diffulution chrough the Kings beheading;Net- 
ther wire they ever anvilted with any legall power to feclude 
or expelany.of their low Members (&pccnlly,if duly cleted) 
-fer any Vote wherein the Mzjority of the Houſe concurred 
with them, or differing in their conſciences and judgements 
- from them ; nor for any other cauſe, without the Kings and 
; Lords concurrence '(in whom the ordinary judiciall power 
of the Parliam:nt refides) as I have undeniably proved by pre. 
fidents and reaſons in my | Plea for the Lords, p, 47.to 53. and 
Ardua Regni,which is further evident by Clawſ. Dorſ. 7.R.2, 
M, 32; & Mr;Seldens Titles of Honor, p.537.Banneret Camoys 
Cate,difcharigey from being knight of the Shire by the Kings Writ 
arndjudgment alone, Without the Commons vote, becanſe a Peer of 
the Realmythe practice of {: queliring and expelling Commons 
by their fellow-GCommons only,being a late davgerous,uopar- 
liamentary uſurpation(uoknown to our Anccſtors)deſtruQtive 
to the'priviledges and freedom bf Parkiaments, aid 32jucious 
to thole Colnties,Citics, Boroughs, whoſe Truſtees are ſeclu« 
ded ; the Houſe of :Commons it {elf being no Court of Jultics . 
to givecither an Oath br finall Sentence, and having no-more- 
Authority to diſme mber their fcllaw-Members,then any Jud- 
ges"Jultices of-peacejor Committees have to disjudg,disjulice; 
or difrommittee their fellow- Judges; Juſtices;or Committees. 
- men; being allof equall authority,and made Members only by 
the Kings Writ and peoples EleQion, not by the Houſes, -.or 
oher Members Votes; who: yet now preſume doth to make: 
| and unmake; feclude and.recal, expel and reſtore their fellow- 
[9 Nembersat their pleaſure,contrary,to the practice and refoly.. 
: tion of former ages,to patch up a fatious Conventicle, inſtead 
3 of an Ergliſt Parliament. Therefore this ObjeRion 00 wayes: 
| invalids this firſt Reaſon ; -why'I neither can nor dereſubmit 
| cothis illegal Tax in.conſciente,' law, or prudence, [WhiCh engage 
| | me to oppole it in'all theſe ReſpcRs. | ; 
| If any obje&; That true it is,the yarliament by the common 
Liw and Cuſtome-of the Realm determines: by 'the Kings 
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death ; but-by the Statute of. 17: Care/;, which-coafts, Thar) 


thi 


IT) 
ths preſent Parliament vow aſſembled ſhall not be difſolved av 
leſſe it be by Alt of Parliament tobe paſſed for that purpo'e ; edn- 
tinues this Parliament ſtill in. being, notwctiſtanding: the Kittes 
beheading,fince no Atof Parhament is paſled fot its Diſo'ntion! 
The only pretext for to ſupport the continuance of the Parliament 
ſince the Kings violent death. | EO9N 
Tothis I anſwer, That it is a Maxime in Law, That every Anſw, 

Statare ought to beexpounted according to the futent of * thoſe that 
made it, and the miſchiefs it tutended- onely to prevent; as is Te- 
ſolved in 4. Edw. 4. 12. 12. Edw. qaa8. 1. H.7.12 i3. Plowd. 
Com. fol. 369. and Crks 4, I"ftir. p. 329, 330. Now the intent 
of the Makers of this AQ, and the end of enxing it, was not'ts 
prevent the difſolution of chis Parliament by-che _ (no 
ways intimated or infinuated in any clauſe thereof,! being a cleer 
uhavoydable diflolution of it to all intents not provided for by 
this Law,) but by any Writ or proclamation of the King, by his 
Regal power,withour.conſent of boch Houſes ; which ] thall ma- 
nifelt by theſe DINER 


% - 


e enſuingrealons.*. 1 © + 
Full, Fromiche priacipal occaſion of. making this A&. The 
King (asthe ComMmMoN 8 in their * Remanſtrance of che ſtate 
of the Kingdam, 15 Decemb. 1642, complain)' had diflolved atl 
former Parliaments ducing his Reign without and againſt boch 
Houſes approbation, torheir great difcomtent-and the Kingdoms 
prejudice, as his Father. Kg James had diffolved others in his 
Reign : and during their continuance adjonrned and prorogued 
them at their pleaſure. Now the fear of preventing of the like 
diſſolution, prorogation,or adjournment of this Parliament after 
the Scotiſh Armies disbanding, before the things mentioned in 
the Preamble were effeRed'by the on abſolute power, was 


(od Exa& 
Col eR.p.5.5. 


the only ground & occaſion of this Law (nor any fear or thoughts 
of its diffolntion by the King nntimely death) then not ſo much 
as imagined, þeing before the Warrs or Irith Rebellion brake 
forch)' the King very healthy, not ancient, and likely then to 
ſuryive this Parhament, and many others, in both Houſes judge 
ment, as appears by the Bill fortrienniall Parliaments. This un- 
denjable Truch. is expreſly declared by the Commons themſelves 
in their foreſaid Rowonffravxce; ExattCollefion p.5.6. 14-17, 
compared together ; where! in dire& tecms they atficm, The 
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ABBRUPT- DISSOLUTION OF . THIS ' PARLIAMENT 
& prevented by another Bil,by which it is provided it ſhall not be 
diſſolved or. ad journed without the conſent of borh Houſes : 7 
the Bill for continuance of th preſent T-arliament, there ſeems 
TO BE SOME RESTRAINT OF THE ROY AL POw- 
ER IN D/SSOLVING OF PARLIAMENT); NOT 
TO.TAKE {T OUT OF FHE. CROWN, BUT 'TO 
SUSPEND THE EXECUTION OF.1T\ FOR T HFS 
TIME and OCCASION ONLY ; which. was 1o necefſary 
for THE KINGS OWN SECURITY, andthepublirk. 
Peace, that Withoyt it We could not have undertaken any of theſe 
$5647 charges, bux muſt have leſt both the Armies todiſerder and 
confuſionzandthe Whole Kingdom to.blaod andrapint.” 

1n which: paſlages we have « clear reſolution of. the Commons 
themſelves, immediately after the paſſing of this At; that the 
ſcope and intention of 4t was only.to' provide againſt the Kings 
abrupt difſolmtios of the P ar fianuent by.che meeyx yayall powes in 
ſuſpending the execution of it for thu tirze and occaſion only; and 
that for the K ings,00m fecuriry,: (tot his Heirs and Succefſors ) 
a well as hu peoples peace and ſafety. Therefore not againſt 
any d:flolytigns ofit by his. natur:1/ much lefle his violent) death; 
- Which can.n9.ways be jnterpreted,! an Att of his Royall power, 
which Ce rented bereby, not te take out of the (roWyngbut 01s 
ly to ſuſpend the.executionof it for this time and occaſrap,and that 
for hw ſecurity. : but a natural impiatency,or wnzaturall diflogalty, 
which not only ſuſpeads,the execytionof the- Kings power for a 
time , bur, utterly 'defſtspies and;takes awaychim and ic withour- 
hopes of revaval.for evgr. -- io 50 ns © fn 40 HFA 
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condly, rhe very title of this: At (An AttÞo prevent Tn- 
canvenieuces which may happen by the: UNTIMELY adjewrning, 
proreguing && DISSOLUTION - of zhre preſet Parliament) in- 
timares as; much, compared with: the-body of it, -which pro-. 
Vides, as wel againſt the agjenrning and proroguing of 'buth ov 
either Houſes without an Atof' ' arliament , as againſt the di/- 
ſolution of the Parliament without an Att. Now thie Par tiamons 
cannot poſſibly be ſaid to be adjourned ar provegued inatly way 

or ſence, much leſs anringsl3, by the Kings death, (which ne- 

Yer adjourned or proreguaedany Padiament,)batonly by Wa Pve- 
Ee | $5 Cla- 
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clamation, writ, or roval POPs, Bo co the Honſes or their Spea- 
ker, executed during his lite z as all our Journals, (||) Parlia- ([) 6. E- 3. 
ment Rolls and'{*) Law-Books reſolve, though ir may be difſo!- Vacl. 2. Rot. 
ved by his death, as wel ab by his Proclamation, writ, or royal gp . Ef 3 
command. And therefore this title and a& coupling 2djourn- 1; x 2. 6.14. 
ing, proroguing and diſſolving this Parliament together withont 2+. 20. 8 H.4. 
conſent of both Houſes, by at of Parliament, intended only a *-227,27-H-6. 
diffolution of this' Parliament by fach. Prerogative wayes and ” '? wy 
meanes by which Parliaments had formerly been uncumely ad- þ; 222 127, 
journed and prorogned as wellas Gifſolved by the Kings meer ;\.H.s. n. 22. 
will without their afſents ; not of a diflolurion of it by the Kings 39,49. 
death which never adjourned: nor prorogued any Parliamenr,nor (* ) C9055 4- 
diſſolved any formerly ſitting Parkament in this Kings reign, 'or many; P-25o 
his Anceſtors fincethe deathof King Henry the 4th; the oaly FOO PN 
Parliament we read: of diffolved by dearth of the King fince 
the conquelt ; and ſo a miſchief not intended [nor remedie4 by 
Ads 25; | 

Thirdly, The prologue of the a& impliesas much ; wheres 
great ſums of money muſt of neceſſity be SPEEDILY a4vanced & 
procured for the relief of HIS MAJESTIES AXMY and. 
PEOPLE (not his Heirs or Succeilors) i» the Northers. parts : 
&c- And for ſupply of other HIS MAJESTIES PRESENT : 
and URGENT 'OCCASIONS (not his Heirs or Succeffors fu- 
ture occaſions) Which cannor be jo timely effected as i& requiſite, 
without credit for raifing the [aid monies ; Which credit caunct 
be attained, wntil ſuch obſtacles be firſt remaved as are occaſioned - 
BY FEAR, FEALOUSIES and APPREHENSIONS OF 
DIVERS OF HIS MATFESTIES LOYT AL SUBFECTS 
THAT THE PARLIA MENT MAY BE ADJOURN- 
ED, PRORDGUED OR DISSOLUED (not by the Kings 
ſodain or. untimely death, of which there was then-no fear, Jea- 
louſy or apprehbenfiun in any his Majelties Loyal Subjets, bur 
by tus Royal Prerogative and advice of ii] Councellors) before 
1%/tice ſoall be duly executed «por Delinquens; (thenin bein 
nor ſprung upince) publique grievances (then complained ot ) 
redreſſed, a firm peace betWixt the two Nations of England aud 
Scetland conc luaied,and before (wfficient provifions be made for the 
repaymenra; FHE' SAID MONETS (nor orhers fitce) [oro 
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TE ) 
be raiſed : All wiichthe (\ AS a. inth's preſent Parliament aſ- 
ſembled having ducly conſidered, da therefore humbly beleech 
your Majeſty, t! at it may bedtclared and enated,&c. 5Wwhich 
expreſſions, rek.te,{onely TO HIS Jate AMajefty onhr,noc his- 
Heirs and <uccefluurs; and the principal ſcope of thus a +, to 
gain preſent credit to raiſe moneys to disband the Scortſh and 
:ngliſh Armies then lying upon the Kingdom , being many 
yeers ſince accompliſhed ; | ye3 and-juſtice bring fince /execured 
upon Wor din Canterbury, 'and other Delinquents then. com- 
plained of ; tie publick Grievances then complained of (as Star- 
chamber, High-Commiſſion, Ship-money, Tonnage an1 poun- 
dage, Fines for Knighthood, Biſhops vores in Parhament, with 
their Courts and Juriſdictions and the like) redrefled by acts 
ſoon afcer paſſed, and a firm peace between boch Nations con-. 
cluded before the Wars began ; and this preamble's pretentions 
for this a& wy ſatisfied divers years before the King's behead- 
ing ; it mult of neceſſity be granted, that this Statvte never in- 
tended to continue this Parliament on foot afterthe Kings de- 
ceaſe ; eſpecially after the ends tor which it was made-were- 
accompliihed : And ſo it muſt neceſſarily be diflolved by his 
Death. 

Fourthly, This is moſt clear by the body of the att it ſeif: And be 
it declared and enafled By THrz KING Ou R SOVERATI GN 
LoR Þ, with the aflent of the Lok y s & Commons in this PR n- 
SENT PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED, & by the authority of 
the ſame,That THis PRESENT PARLIAMENT Now AS- 
SEMBLED, ſhallnotbe Dis so0Lvev, unleſle it be by Act 
Or PARLIAMENT To BE PasSSEeD Fork Thar PuR- 
POSE ; nor ſhall anytime ortimes DuRIinG Tus ConNTR-' 
NUANCE THEREOF Br PROROGUED OR ADjouR- 
NED, unleſſe it be By AcT OF PARLIAMENT t0 be like- 
wiſe PASSED For That PuRPoss. And that Tus 
HousE of PEERs ſhallnot at any time or times DuR1nG 
THI1S PRESENT PARLIAMENT Bu ADjOU RNED,UN- 
lefſe it be By THEMSELVES; or BY THEIR OWN OR- 
DER. And in like manner that THE HOUSE OF COM- 
MONS ſhall not at any time or times DURING THIS 
PRESENT PARLIAMENT be adjourned 7" o 
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THEMSELVES,or BY THEIR OWN ORDER, Whence 
.it is undeniable, 1. that this at was only for the prevention 
of the untimely diſſolving, Proroguing and adjourning of that 
preſent Parliame nt then aſſembled, and no other. '2. That the 
King hunſelt was the Proncipal Member of his Parliament,yea, 
our Soveraign Lord, and the ſole declarer and enatter of this 
Law, by the Lords and Commons aſſent. 3. That neither this 
Act for continuing, nor any other for diſſolving, adjonrning or 
prorogwuing thus Parliament could be made withour, but only by 
and with the Kings Rojal aſſent thereto; which the Lords and 


Commons aflembled in Parl ament in their (*) Remonſtrance (* ) Exit 
of the 26. of May 1642 : oft in rermin:« acknowledge, together ©oliedt p.&g. 
with hs Negative. voice robils. 4. That ir was neither the ppt 799+ 


Kings.imention in paſſing this act co but himſelf ont of Parlia- F 


went, or create Members of a Parliament without a Kine, as 
he profeſſed in his Eiwwy Bannuxi c. ;.p. 27, Nor the Lords nor 
Commons intendment to 4i/mxember him from his Parliamert; or 
Make themſelves a Parliament wichour him ; as their foreſaid 
Remonſtrance teſtifies, and the words of the at import : Nei- 
ther was it. the Kings, Lords or Commons meaning by this at 
toſert up a Parliament onely of Commons (much lefle of a rem- 
nant of a Commons Houle ſelected by {/one/. Pride, and his 
Confederates of the Army to ſerve their turns, and 'vote what 
they preſcribed) wichour either King or Houle of Peers, much 
teffe to give them any ſuper-tranſcendent authority ro vote-down 
and aboliſh the King and houſe of Lords, and make them no 
Members of this pretent or any future Parliaments, without their 
own order or affent, againſt which ſo great uſurpation, and late 
dangerous unparlianientary encroachments this very at exprel(- 
ly provides 18 this clauſe, That. the Houſe of Peers (wheremn 
the King ſits as Sover4izn when he pleaſerh) /ball not at any time 
or times during this preſent Parliament be adjourned (much leis 
then diſſolved, excluded, or ſu{penced from jitring or voting, 


which is the greater, .and that by cheir inferiours in all kindes, | 


a. Fragment of the Commons Houſe, who can pretend no colour 
of Juriſdition over them , before whom they alwayes ſtood 
bare-headed, hke ſo many Grand-Jury-men before the Judges, 
aadLattended at their Doors and Bar to know their pleaſures : 


waleſe - 
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' wuleſſe it be by T hemſebwes ,. of by th2ir own Order, 5." That nei- 

therthe King, Lords nor Commons intended to ſet ap a perpe- 

. tuall Parliament, and intail jt upon them, . their Heirs and Suc- 

ceſlors for ever, 'by this At, which would crofs and repeal che 

| AR for rrienmal Parliamerrs made at the fame time, and onhe 
b _ 4a ſame * day in Law ; but to make proviſiononly againſt the un- 
eto 8, Umely diſſolving of rhis, ill the things mentioned in the Pre- 
Dyer 85,  -amble were accompliſhed and ſetled ; as the Preamble, and thofe 
oft repeated words, any r1me or times during the continxance of 

this preſent Parliament, conclude ; and that during His Majeſties 

Reign and life, not after his death; as theſe words coupled with 

. The relief of bus Majeſties Army and People x; and for ſupply of 

Hi My:ſties preſent .nd urgent orcaftons inthe Preamble mani- 

feſt. Therefore this A can no wayegcontique it a parliament 
aſter the Kings beheading '; much lefle after the excluſton bork - 

ofthe King and Lords Houſe our of parliament by thoſe now 

ſiting, contrary to the very letter and proviſion of this A ; by 

which dev.ce the King alone, had he conquered and cnt off, '6r 

ſecluded by his Forces the Lords. and Commons Houſe from fit- 

ting, might with much mcre colour have made himſelf ar abſe- 

lute pariament, to impoſe what Tazes and Laws be pleaſed, 

without Lords or Commons,on the people, by verrue of this Act, 

then thoſe few Commons now ſitting fince his tryall- and death 

doe. 6, The laſt clauſe of this Aty Ad thar offi and every 

thing or th5«gs wbarſaever DONE OR TO (BE DONE 

(to wit, by the King or His Authority) for rhe adjournment, pro- 

roguing or diſſolving of THIS PRESENT PARL [ A- 

MENT, CONTRARY TO THIS PRESENT 

AGT, SHALL BE UTTERLY VOID \and'vf \NONE' 

EFFECT : Nowdeath, and a difſointion of his aro] 
by the Kings death, cannot (as to the King) be-properly ſled, 

a Thing done, or to be done (by Him) for the adjourament, pro- 

roguing or difſulving of this parliament, contrary. 0''thrs preſent 

A ; which cannot make the Kings death. utterly voil- and of 

none eff-, by reftoring him to his life again. Therefore the 

difſolution of the parliament by the Kings death, is cleerly ont: 

of the words and intentions of this AR, eſpecially ſo- many yeers 
after its EnaQting, - -7.. This preſent Parliament FIR 
er 


e 


LOW. "SV 0 9 


"wy © a rt 


ate th. Cds Fo ae MG 


| JPET v.. | 
ber thereof, being ſpecially ſummoned by the Kings Pwr, only 
to be HIS Partiament and Conncell, and to conferre with HIM of 
the great and urgent aff 4ires concerning HIM and HIS Kingdom 
af cheſe Writs and Elections of them, returned unto HIM 
and HIS COURT by lIndenture, and the perſons ſummo- 
ned and choſen by vertue of them appearing only in HIS Parlia- 
ment,for no other ends but thoſe expreſſedin HIS WRITS; 
it would be both an abſu:diry and abſolute impoſſibility to 
afſert, that the Houſes intended by this Ac to continue this 
Parliament in being after the Kings beheading or death : unleſs 
they chat maintainthis paradox be able to inform me and thoſe 
now ſitting, how they can conferr and adviſe with a dead King 
df things Gn Him and Hu Kingdom; and that even after 
they have extirpared Monarchy it ſelf, and made ic Treafon to 
aflert or revive it ; and how they can continue ſtill HIS Pars 
liament and Councell whoſe head they have cut off: and that 
without reviving or raiſing him from his grave, or enſtalling His 
right Heir and Succeſſor in Hw Throne to reprefent His Perſon; 
heither of 'which they dare to doe, for fear of loſing their own 
Heads and Dwuarter; too, for beheading him. This Tax therefore 
being irapoſed on the Kingdom longatter the Kings beheading, 
and the Parliaments diffolutiqn by ir, muſt needs be illegall and 
meerly void in Law to all intents; ' becauſe not granted nor 
4 ; _ S . xp 
impoſed in, but out of Parliament ; by thoſe who were then no 
Commons nor Members of a Parliament, and had no more au- 
thority to impofe any Tax upon the Kingdom, then any other 
forty.0r fifty Commoners whatfoever our of Parliament, who 
may afurp rhe'like authority by this preſident ro Tax the King- 
dom or any County what they pleaſe,and then Levy it by an Ar- 
my er force of Armes, to the peoples infinite, endleſs oppreſſion 
and undoing: This is my firſt and principall exception againſt 
the Legalicy of this Tax, which I delire the Impoſers and Le- 
vyers of it moſt ſeriouſly ro coghider; and that upon theſe im- 
portant conſiderations from their own late Declarations. | 
Firſt, themſelves in their own Declaration of the gth February, 
1648. have proteſted co the whole Kingdom: That they are 
fully reſel ved to maintain} and ſhall and will uphold, preſerve, and 
&-ep the fundamentall Lawes of this Nation, for, and AAK* - 
" D $he 


t$) | 
the PRESERVATION os THE LIVES, PROPER. 
TIES and LIBERTIES OF THE PEO'LE, with 
al things mcid-nt therewuto : which how it will ſtand with this 
Tax impoſed by chem out of Parliament,” or their Act concery- 
ing New TREASONS; I deſire they would fatisfie me ant 
the Kingdom, before they levy the one, or. proceens upon che 
other againſt any of their f-{4oW- Subje&s , by meer arbitrary 
armed power againlt Law and Right.. -_ "36 
Secondly, themſelves in their, Declaration, expreſſing the 
rounds of their late proceedings, and fetling the preſent 
overnment in way of a Free-State, dated 17. Martii, 1648. 
engage themſelves: T7 oproowre the well-being of w_ Whom they 
ſerve to renounce oppreſſion , arbitrary. power, and all oppaſition 
to the peace and Freedome of the Nation: And to prevent to their 
power, the reviving of Tyrannie, Injuſtice, and &l! former evil (the 
only end and duty of all their Labors) tothe ſatufatticn of all concer- 
ned init, 2. They charge the late King for exceeding af His 
predeceſſors 3n the deſtruthon of thoſe Yhow:be Was bound to preſerve ; 
Tomanif:ſt whichthey inſtance in. be Loanes , unlawful Imprie 
ſonmente, and other Oppreſſions which produced that excelent Law 
of the Petition of Right ; Which Were mo(t of them again afted, pre- 
1.) Ts not this ſextly after the Law made: againſt them, Which was moſt palpatly- 
che Armics & brokentby bim almoſt 5n every part of it, wery ſoon after Hs ſolemn 
their own late Conſext given wnto it. (1) Hi impriſening and _proſecyting Mem- 
and preſent hers of Parliament, for oppoſing His unlawful Will : and of di- 
practilc ? | , I bet »ay Toinzpeand Poun- 
2) Alderman 2% (2) worthy Merchanes for refwſing to pay Tonnage and Poun- 
Chambers the dage, becauſe NoT GRANTE Ea gs jane AE: 
eminenteſt of yet (3) ewatted by HIM. ,expreſly ., wnft: Lav; and pariſhment 
them, is yet. of many (4) good Patriots, for not ſubmitting.to Wharſpever ke 
Fncerhis Oc” pleaſed 20 demand, though NEVER SD» MUCH IN 
charged by you BREACH OF THE, KNOWN LAW, The mwltitud: of 
for bis loyaity projets and Monopdglies eſtabliſhed, by Him lis deſogns and 
nd conſcl= charge to bring in (5) Germane-Horle,. co awg ws INTO SLA- 
acc o . ; Yn t gp 6a $5. "L 
3) And is itnot fo by you now, and tranſmitted unto the Exchequer tobe levyed 2 
4_) And do notyen now the ſame, yea,ſome af thoſe very good Parriats? | | 
$_) Are not the Generals and Armies Horſe and Foot too, kept up.and cotinncd among 
vs tor that yery purpoſe, being ſome of them Germanstoo ?,, , - | | wk 
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VERY : «nd his hopes of compleating all by His grand projet of 
(6) 3p monee. en x co bh RY. MANS ESTATE 
' ProPortrton Hn Prea- , | | 
Re lo oricy —_ 
SED To TMxPposE Upon Ma by yok my he pocyed % the preſent Tag 
Tanrzm. But above all the Eng» 
lifh Army Was laboured by the . 7) And is it not more unnaturall in thoſe now 
K inp to be engaped apainft T HE fitting, to engage the Englith Army, raiſed by th 
"yg or g , SS e Yz y the 
E A T. Parliament of England, and covenantine to dete 
NGLISH FP ARLINGEEIT; it from leleniragaieh the Parliament of E ” 
; very Yariament of Enge 
r1 pay bo bog _ _ # + _ and its. ogg ; and that AY ow 
| after one another, and yert is - 
[4 VR —_ ESS for the King of: Army without righring tholeMembers? OY 
"England, ro ſheath their ſwords _ - 
in one anethers bowels, that no- 8) Was not Pride's and the Armies comming thi- 


thing can anſ wer it but hu oWne ther to ſciſe, and actually ſciling above Forty, and 
being a Foraigner: neither could it ſecluding above Two handred Members » with 


-eafily bave purchaſed belief, but by Thouſands of armed Horſe and Foot, a thouſand 


ea) jor te + & Fa, þ times agreater offence, eſpecially after ſo many De- 
So ro mand 


Kings coming in perſon tothe ($) | F 

; Was nat Humphrey Edwards now fitting, 
Houſe of Commons to ſeiſe the five > ele&ed Member, anc of them thus armed = 
Members, whether he was follow:d y 


with(g) ſome hundreds of unvtor- EA | 
thy -&:bauched perſons, a-med With SWords and Piſtols , and other 
Armes ; and they attenting at the Doore of the Houſe, ready to « x7 
rate whatſoever their Leader ſhould command them. The oppr:ſſions 
cf the Counctl-T able, Star-Chamb'r, High-Commiſſion, Comrt- 
Martiall, Wardſvips, Purveyances, Aﬀoreſtations, and many 
others of like natare, (equalled; if not farr exceeded now by ſun- 
oy Arbitrary Commitrees and Sub-Committees, to: name no 
others. in all manner of Oppreſſions and Injuſtice ) conchuding 
"thus : Upon all theſe and-many other wnparallet 4 offences,npon his 
«breach of Faith, of Oaths and Pro:eftations ; wpon the cry of the 
blood of England and Ireland : wpou the teurs of Widows 4udOr- 
phans,and childleſs Parents,and millions of perſons undoae by him, 
-tet all the world of indifferent men judg, whether the Parliament 
(you mean your ſelves only which made this Declaration) had net 
officiext canſe to BRING THE KING TO JU3TICE: _—_ 
| D 2 muc 
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$700, which 
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two years time 
eould never 
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and yer hath 
3900 |, voted 
bim lately for 
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disburſed; to 
whom and far 
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| (20) - 
much more yow- if you imitate or exceed him inall or- any of 
theſe, even by your own verdit? 

3. Themſelves charge the King With profu/e Donations 
ſalaries and penſions to ſuch as were found, or might be en 
Inſtruments and promoters of Tyranny : which were ſupplied not 
by the legal juſtihable revenne of the Crown, but by Projetts and 
illegal ways OF DRAINING THE PEOPLES PURSES; 
ali which miſchief and grievance they ſay wil be prevented in 
their. free State ; though the quite contrary way ; as appears by 
the late large donation of ſome thouſands to Mr. Henry JAar- 
tin, the Lord Liſle, Commiſſary General Treton and others of 
their Members and Inſtruments, upon pretence of Arrears, or 
Service,ſomg of them out of the moneys now impoſed for the.re- 
leife of [re/aud. And muſt we pay Taxes to be thus prodigally 
expended ? | | ; 

Fourthly, They therein promiſe and engage, That. the good 
old Lawsand Cuſtoms of England THE BADGES OF OUR 
FREEDOM (the benefit- Whereof our Anceſters enjoyed long 
before the conqueſt, and ſpent much of their blood ta have confirm- 
ed by the Gre t Charter of the Liberties) and other excellent 
Laws Which have continued 'in all former changes, and being duly 
executed, are THE MOST FUST, FREE and equal of any 
other Laws in the world ; ſhall be dxly continued and mainfained 
by. them 13 the LIBERTY, PROPERTY and PEACE OF 
THE SUBFECT BEING SO FULLY PRESERVED 
BY. THEM, and the common intereſt of thoſe WHOM THEY 
SERVE. Aud if thoſe Lawes ſhould be taken aWvay, all 7nda- 
ftry muſt ceaſe ; all miſery blood and confuſion wonld follow, and 
greater Calamities, if poſſible, then fel upon us by the late Kings 
11ſgovernment, Would certainly involve all perſons, under Which 
they muſt inevitably periſh. 

5. They therein exprefly promiſe. p. 26. To erder the reve- 
ne inſuch a Way, That the publick charges may be defrayed; 
The Souldiers pay juſtly and duly ſetled : That free-quarter may 
be wholy taken away and THE PEOPLE BE EASED, IN 
THEIR BURTHENS and TAXES : And is this now all the 
eaſe we feel ; to have all Brthens and Taxes, thus augmented; 
and that againſt Law by pretended aQts made out of Packet: 

| aga 
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againſt all theſe $oodol&Lawes and Statutes, our Liberties: and 
Properties, which theſe new Tax-Aafters bave ſo newly and 
deeply engaged themſelves ro maintain and preſerve without the 
leaſt diminution 2? | a X 
' Thirdly; Both Houfes of Parliament joyntly,and the Honſe of | 
Commons ſeverally in the ſate Parliament, with the approbation 
of all & conſent of moſt now (itting,did in ſundry(||) Remonſtran- (1 ra 
ces and Declarations publithed to. the Kingdom , not only Tax Colle&p.s 6, 
the King and his evil (onnſellors for impoſing illegal T axes.on rhe 7414 342-493 
Subjefts, contrary 10 the forecited atts ; the maintenance wheye- & 51.0 
of againſt all futnre violations aad invaſions of the Peoples Liber- 
ties and Properties they made one principal ground of our late NE 
bloody expenjsve wars; but likewiſe profeſſed ; (*) That.they (*) Exact , 
were ſpecially choſen and intreſted by the K ingdom in Parliaments evict p. 28, 
and end it as their duty 'te hazzard their own lives and eftates 6.1 _ 263. 
for preſervation of thofe Laws and liberties, and uſe their beſt pet Po , 
endeavours that the meaneſt of the Commonalty might enjoy 650, © * 
them as their birthrights, as well as the greateſt SubjeRA. , That 
EVERY HOREST MAN (eſpecially IHO>E WHO: -HAYE 
TAKEN THE LATE PROTESTATION, and Sokemo League 
and Covenznt fince) IS BOUND TO DEFEND THE 
LAWS and LIBERTIES OF THE KINGDOM againtt WIL 
and POWER, which impoſed. WHAT PAYMENIS THEY 
THOUGHT FIT TO-DRAIN THE SUBJECTS PURSES; 
and ſupply THOSE- NECESSITIES ( which-theivit Counſel 
had bronght upon the King and Kingdom) And that they would 
be ready TO LIVE AND DYE with thoſe WORTHY and 
TRU.E-HEARTED PATRIOIS OF THE GENTRY OB 
THIS NATION, azd others, who were ready to lay down theiv * 
hves and fortunes for the maintenance of THEIR LAWS and 
LIBERTIES : with many ſuch like heroick expreſſions, Whieh 
muſt needs engage me (a Member of that Parhament, and Patri- 
ot of my Conntry) with all my ſtrength and -power- to oppoſe 
this injurious Tax , impoſed out of. Parlament, though wick 
the hazard of my life and fortunes ; wherein all'thofe late 4fems 
bers who have joyned in theſe Remonſtrances are engaged by 
them to ſecond me ; under paine of deing adjudged -unworthy 
for ever hereafter to {it in any Parkament or: to be amen": 4 

cane, 
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therr-Countits und thoſe! for AL they ſerved. And ſo math 
the rather co vindicate. the /aze Howſes honour and Fepuration 
from: thoſe, predittranc and printed: afperfeons of the beheaded 
(|)Fxa&Col King ; (||) That the mairtenauce of the Laws, Liberties, Pro- 
Wa p. 285. Pornieobf 2he People,” Were bur only guilded diſſimulations and 
286 298.320. ſprczous pretences to ger po'ter iuto their own hands, thereby to 
37 4372-37 0 enable them ro deſtroy and ſubvert beth Lawes, Liberties, and 
: 4 p46 4 Properties ar laſt. eAnd mot aiy thing like them , to intro- 

619.620 623" dire» Anarchy, Democracy , Parity , Tyranny in the Highe 
647. &c. 671. degree and new formes of arbitrary Government and leave neuher 
679, & A King nor Gentleman : all which the people ſhould'toe late diſcover 
pogo". rotheir coſts and that they had obtained nothing by adhering to and 
ir, compliancemwith them, bur toenſlave and andve* themſelves, and 
Y ©" BS n_ deſtreyed. Which royal Predictions many complaine 
© we finde tootruely verified by chofe who now- bear rule, under 
the Name and vi/orr of the Parliament of England, fince its dif. 
ſolution by the Kings decapitation, and the Armies impriſoning 
aud ſecluſion of the Members who above all others art obliged to 
diſprove them by their anſwers as welas declarations to the peo- 
ple; who: regard: nor words bur realf performances from theſe 
new keepers of their Liberties ;eſpecially in this FIRST YE AR 
OF ENGLANDS FREEDOM engraven on all their pablick, 
Seals, which elſe will dut ſee/ their Se/fdanmarion and ptoclaitit 
them the Archeſt ſmpoſtors under Heaven; + © Pas 
'2 Secondly ; ſhould 1 voluntarily fubmit to pay' this Tax, 
and- that by vertue- of..an AR of Parliament made by thoſe 
now ſitting, (ſome off whoſe Ele tions have been' vored void ; 
others of themelefted by * yew illegal Yrits under a new kind 
* See Cooks * of Seal, without the Kings Anrhority, ſite, or Seal, and that 
4 Inftit. p. 19. «rice the Kings beheading, as the Earl of Pembroke, and Lord 
Edward Honard,uncapable of being Knights or Burgeſſes by the 
Common Law and cuſtome of Parliament, being Peers of the 
Realm (ifnow worthy ſuch 2 Title)as was adjudged long fince in 
the Lord Cameye: caſe; Clarſ. Do/.7. R.2.m.32, and aflerted by 
Maſter Se/den1n his-Titles of Honor, pare. 2.6.5:p.737. feconded 
by Sir Edward (ook in his 4 Puſtirir. p. 1,4, 5, 46,47,49.) AST 
ſhould admir theſe to de lawfull Members, and theſe notawfull 
void Writs ro be good in Law; fo I ſhould thereby tacitly admit, 


; 23 ) 
 & ex poſt fabto aſſent'to ſume ;b reiculars againſt my knowledy, 
judgmeur, conſcience, Oath: of Supremacy, Allegiance, Prottfta- 
rion,and ſolemu League and Covraantgaken in the $495 of God 
bienſelf, with a ſincere kexrt ant reall intention fo performs the 
ſame,and p revere therein al the days of my lifeqwithont [ufferins 
my ſelf direfHy or indireftly,by Wharſeever combination, perſma- 


ſion or terror t9 be withdrawn therefrom. As firſt, Thatthere may « - 


be and now is 2 lawfull Parhkament of /9%. 76a emer 24g 
a 


and legaily contiruing after the Kings death, confiſtivs only: 


jew late Members of the Commons Houſe, without eicher King, . 


Lords,or molt of their fellow-Cotnmons: which the very'Conſci- 
ences ang judgments of all now fitting, that Know anything -of 
Parliaments, .and the. whole Kingdom they durſt ſpeak thei 

knowledg, know & beleeve.to be faite, yea againſt rherr Oaths #nd 
Covenant. Secondly, That this Partiament{ fo naduly conſtituted 
and packed by power of an Army combining with them) hath a 
juſtand lawful Authority to violate the Priviledges,Rights,Free> 
domes, Cuſtoms, :and'alrer the conſticucion-ofour Parkametits 
themſelves; impriſon,ſecludeggxpel moſt of their fefow-members 
for voting acoording tothe conſtiences ; torepeal what Votes; 
Ordinances and Acts of Parliament they piezſe, ereEnew-Ardi- 
trary Courts of war and Juſtice to artdign,/ contteriny; exectite the 
King kimfſelf,with the Peers & Commonsof this Reilm by acriew. 
ind of Marnal law-.contraryto Magna Chart, the Porition of 
Right,and Law of the Land:difinbent rhe Kings poſtetiry of the 
cromn,extirpat Monarchy, the whole houſe of Peers,chartgeand 
ſubvert the ancient Government,Seals, laws, Writs;kegalproceets 
ings;Courts,and coin.of the Kingdom; fell and difpoſe of aff the 


Lands, Revenues, Jewels, goods of 'the®Ceowne'; with 'the 


Lands'of Deans and Chapters, as they think meet; abſolvethem-! 
ſelves like ſo reany antichriftian-Popes) with all the Subjetts 
of Erplundand 1r:land, from all 'rhe - Oxths'and engabements* 
they have'madeT OT HE KINGS: MAJESTY; HIS" HEIRS! 
AND SUCCESSORS : yea, from their very Ozth '6f * Altprantr, 
notwirhſtandingthis expreſs ciauſe init '(WhichT &efire miy be 
terioufly and conſcienciouſly confidered by ali who have fworne” 
)b dotelgeve and inConſerents amvrofolvtd , that aiirher+b Pope, 
NORANY PERSON: WHATSOEVER HATH VOWnnrees 
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ABSOLVE ME OF THIS OATH, OR ANY PART THERE- 

OF, which I acknowledge by good and full Authority to 'be law- 
Fally-miniſtred wnto-me ,.and-NDO RENOUNCE ALL+P AR- 

DONS AND DISPENSATIONS TO THE CONTRARY : 

diſpenſe with our Proteſtations, Solemn. League and Covenant, 

* Acolle&.8c. 10 lately * zealonſly- urged and injoyned by both Houſes on Meme» 
pag. 327,3 58, bers, Officers ,,| Mwnifters , anda! ſorts of Prople througbout the 
: 4 Eer4y Realm: diſpoſe gf all the Forts,Ships,Fortes,Offices-and Places of 


594 551 508; Honour, Power, Truſt or profit within the Kingdom to whom 


759 798,80, they pleaſe; to- diſplace and remove whom they will from 
806, &c 878, their, Othees, Truſts, Penſions, Callings, at their pleaſures with- 
879, 885. -outany.legaltcavſe or tryall: to make what new ARts, Lawes, 
and reverſewhat old ones theythink meetyto inſnare, inthral our 
Canſciences, Eſtates, Liberties, Lives :to-create new monHrom 

T regſons never heard of in the world :before ; and declare 'real/ 

treaſons, againſt King, Kingdome, P ar ligament, to be no trra/onr , 

and Loyalty, Alegien:e , duc: obedience toour knowne Lawes, 

and conſcienciousabſerving of our Oathe. and Covenant(the 

breach whereof-would render us anal 7 raptor :and prrjws 
riex6,pe»/ong ) to be no-lefle then, Hegh Treaſon, for which they 

may, juſtly. impri/on, d:ſmember,di{fr anchiſe, diſplace. ani "fine 14 at 

their wills (as;they.bave dgne ſome of late) «14 confiſcate our per- 
fſong., lawcs to, the. Galowss >: awd opr oftates to (thesr, new: Exche « 

quer;(a Tyrangybeyond all Tyrannies ever beard of in our Nati- 
08,repealing Magna Chara, c, 29.5.E. 3. C.:6. 25, Edw; 3. cap. 

4-28.Ed. 3-C.3.37-E,c.18. 42-E.3<cap. 3. 25-Ed. 3. cap.2.11.R. 
2:64, i= H.4C-19+.2H.4.Rot,Par N.690.1E.6.c,12.1 Mar. C3. 
* See Cooks T be Petiriqu af Right,.3 Caroliand laying all our *Laws, LibQties;' 
3 Inſt. p,2,21, Eſtates, Lives.iathe very , duſt after ſo: tnany bloody and coitly 
Cd Vears;wars to defend thera againſt the Kings invaſions)rayſe and' 
keep. up.what forces they wilt'by Sea and. Lend., impoſe what 
heavy Taxes they pleaſe,, and-renew, increaſe, multiplyand per- 
pexuajethem on;us as often and as long as rhey pleaſe, :to. ſupporc 

their own encroached, more then Regall,: Parliamentall,; Saper- 
tranſcendent Anbitrary power Over us, and all: that. is ours.or 
| me Kings our. private and.the, publique.charge againſt our 
wils,zudgmentg,conſciences,, to pur.abfolute.enflaving, and our 


three;Kingdomeryinge; by-cogagingcher one again anorber_in 


new 


. . 
- * 
» 
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new Civill wars, and expoſing us for a prey to ont Forraign Ene- 
mies. All which, wich other particulars, lately ated and avowed 
by the Impoſers of this Tax, by colour of that pretended Parlia- 
mentary Authority by which they have impoſed ir, I muſt neceſſ;. 
rily admir,1cknowled to be juſt and legail by my voluntary pay- 
ment of ic, of purpole to maintain an Army, to juſtifie and make 


good all this by the meer power of the Sword, which they can 


no wayes juſtifie and defend by the Lawes of God or the Realm, 
before any Tribunall of God or Men, when legally arraigned,as 
chey ſhal one day be. Neither of which I can or dare acknowledg, 
wii h9ut incurring the guilt of moſt dereſtable Perjury,and high- 
eft Treaſon, againſt King, Kingdom,Parliament, Laws and Liber- 
cies Of the people;and therfore cannot yeeld to this Aſleſsment. 

Thirdly, the principal ends and uſes propoſed in the pretended 
Actand Warrants thereupon for payment of this Tax,are ſtrong 
obligations to me,in point of Coxſcience, Law, Prudence,to with- 
ſtand it ; which I ſhall particularly diſcus. 

The Firſt is, the maintenance and contiguance of the preſent 
Army and Forc«s in E»glazd under the Lord Fairfax. To which 
I fay, Firft, as I (hall with all readineſs, gratitude an4 due 
reſpet, acknowledg their former Gallantry, good 2nd faithfull 
Services to the Parliament and Kingdom, whites they continued 
dutifull and conſtant to their firſt Engagements, and the ends for 
which they were raiſed by both Houles,as far forth as any man;ſo 
m regard of their lace monſtrous defections, and dangerous Apos 
ſtacies from their primitive obedience, faithfulneſs, and engage- 
mems in difobeving the Commands,and levying open war againſt 
both Houſes of Parliament, keeping an horrid force upon them 
at their very doors; ſeifing, impriſoning, ſeclnding, abuling, and 
forcing away their Members, printing and publ:ing many high 
and' reaſonable Declarations againſt the Inſtirution, Privileages, 
Members and Proceedings of the late, and Being of all facure 
Parliaments; imprifoning, abuſing, arraigning, condemning and 
executing our fate King, againſt the Votes, Faith, and Engage- 
ments of doth Houſes, and diſ-inheriting His poſterity, uſurping 
the Regall,Parliamentall, Magiſtraricall, and Ecclevaſticall power 
of the Kingdom to their Generall-Councell of Officers of the 
Atmy; as the ſapreme ſwaying Authority of the Kingdom, and 
Rtetipting toaker and ſubvert the ancient Government, Parlia- 
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26 
ments, Laws, and Cuſtoms of our Reaſm: And upon ſerions 
conſideration of the ordinary, unſufferable Afertions of their 
Otticers and Souldiers uttered in moſt places where they Quar- 
* Canorwill ter, and to-my ſelf in particular, ſundry times, * That the Whol? 
yay any Fg Kingdom, with all our Lands, Houſes, Goods, and whatſoever Wwe 
fa th ich as have, #5 theirs, and that by right of Conqueſt, they having twice 
theſe, iſhe in- Conquered the Kin dom : That We are but their conquered ſlav?s 
vade and con- and Vaſſals, and they the Lords and Heaas of the K ingdom:. T hat 
ERRN ER our very lives are at thew mercy and courteſie. That when 
pra they have gotten all we have from us by T axes and Free-quarter, 
not better for 4#d We have nothing left to pay them, then themſelves Will ſeiſe 


us then to ſub- pon our Lands as their own, and turn us and our Families out 
mit to our 


to Ou of doors : That there # now no LaW in England (nor never was, 

ow OY if we beleeve their lying Oracle Peters) but the Sword ; with 

wn " many ſuch like vapouring Speeches and diſcourſes, of which 

fdious nſurp- there are thouſanas of witneſles : | can neither in Conſcience, 

img pretended Law, nor Prudence aſſent unto, much leſs contribute in the leaſt 

ke uh "nl . degree for their preſent maintenance,or future continuance,thus 

CRIES 4 toinſult, inſlave, and tyrannize over King, Kingdom, Parliament, 

they wereno People at their pleaſure, like their conquered Vaſſals. And for 

other but our me in particular to contribute to the maintenance of thoſe, who 

ſervants? agpainſtthe Law of the land, the priviledges of Parliament, and 

liberty of the SubjeRt, pulled me forcibly from-the Commons 

Houſe,and kept me priſoner about two months.ſpace under their 

Martiall, to my great expence and prejudice, without any parti- 

cular cauſe pretended or aſſigned, only for diſcharging my du- 

ty ro the Kingdom, and thole for whom I ſerved in the Hoxſe, 

without giving me the leaſt reparation for this unparallell'd in- 

juſtice, or acknowledging their offence (and yer detain ſome 

of my then felow- embers under cuſtodie by the meer power 

of the Sword, without bringing chem to Triall) would be, not 

only aþſurd, unreaſonable, and a tacit juſtification of this their 

herrid violence, and breach of priviledg, but monſtrous, un- 
naturall,perfidious, againſt my Oath and Covenant. - - Foe 

..2. No Tax oughc to be impoſed on the Kingdom in Parlia- 

ment it ſelf, but1n caſe of neceſſity , for the common good, as is: 

clear by the Stat. of 25 .E.. £.6. & Cooks 2 Inftit. p.528. Now it. 

is evident to me, that there isno-neceflity of keeping up this Ar- 

my for the Kingdoms commpn.Good, bur rather a WA "2 


-- 


(27) | 
'digbanding it,or the preateſt An of it,for theſe reaſons: 1. Be- 
\cauſe the Kingdom is generally exhauſted with the late 7 years 
Wars, Flunders and heavy Taxes; there being more moneyes 
levied on it by both ſides, during theſe eight laſt yeares, then in 
all the Kings Reigns ſince the Conqueſ}, as will appear upon a 
juſt compuration : all Counties being thereby utterly unable to 
pay'it. 2, 1nregard of the great decay of Trade, the extraor- 
dinary deartty of cattell, corn, and proviſions of all ſorts; the 
charge of relieving a multitude of poor people, who ſtarve with 
famine 1n many places, the richer fort eaten out by Taxes and 
Free-quarter, being utterly unable to relieve them. To which 
] might adde the multitude of maimed Souldiers, with the wi- 
dows and children of thoſe who have loſt their lives inthe Wars, 
which is very coſtly. 3. This heavie Contribution to ſupport the 
Army,deſtroies all Trade,by fore-ſtalling and engroſſing moſt of 
the Monies of the Kingdom,the {inews and life of Trade;walting 
the proviſions of the Kingdom, and enhancing their prices, keep- 
ing many thouſands of able men and horſes idle, only ro conſume 
other labouring mens proviſtons, eſtates, and the publick Trea- 
ſure of the Kingdom, when as their employment in their Trades 
and callings, might much advance trading, and enrich the King- 
dom. 4, There is now no viſible Enemy in the field or 
Garriſons, and the fitting Members boaſt there 1s no fear from 
any abroad, their Navie being ſo Viorious. And why ſuch a 
. vaſt Army ſhonld be ſtill continued in the Kingdom to increaſe 
its debts and pxyments, when charged with ſo many great Ar- 
rears and Debts already, eat up the Country with Taxes and 
Free-quarter, only to play, drink, whore, ſteale, rob, murther, 
quarrell, fight with, impeach and ſhoot one anocther to death as 
Traitors, Rebels, and Enemies ro the Kingdom and Peoples 
Liberties, as now the Levellers and Cremweliiſts doe, for want 
of other imployments, and this for the publick Good,tranſcends 
my underſtanding. 5. When the King had two greac Armies 
in the Field, and many Gariſons in the Kingdom, this whole Ar- 
my by its primitive Eſtabliſhment , conſiſted but of twenty two 
thouſand Horſe, Dragoons and Foot , and had an Eſtabliſhment 
only of about Fortie five thouſand pounds a month for their pay; 


which both Eouſes then thought ſufficient, as is evident by ,) Cyllea.&c 
their (#) Ordinances of Febr.15.1644- _ April 4. 1646. __y pag. 599.876. 
3 waten 
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(28) 
-when the Army wasmuch increaſed without their Order, ſixty 
thouſand pounds a month was thought abundantly ſufficient by 


the Officers and Army themſelves, to disband and reduce all ſu- 
r-numeraries, maintain the Eſtabliſhed Army and Gariſons, 
and eaſethe Country of all Free-quarter ; which Tax hath been 
eonſtantly paid in all Counties, Why then this Tax to the Army 
ſhould now be raiſed above the firit Eſtabliſhment, when redu- 
ced to twenty thouſand, w hereof ſundry Regiments are deſigned 
for Ireland, (for which there is thirty thouſand pounds a month 
now exaced, belides the fixty for the Army) and this for the 
common-good of the Realm, is a riddle unto me, or rather, a 
Myſtery of iniquity, for ſome mens private lucre, rather then the 
publick- weal, - &- The {11:4 of every Cunnty (for which 
there was ſo great conteſt in Parliament with the late King) and 
thoſe perſons of livelihood and eftates in every Shire or Corpo- 
tation who have been cordiall to the Parliament and Kingdom 
heretofore, put in'o a poſture of defence under Gentlemen of 
quality and known integrity,would be afar agreater Guard to ſe- 
eure the Kingdom -againſt forreign Invaſions or domeltick In- 
furre&ions, then a mercenary Army of perſons and ſonldiers of 
no fortunes, and that with more generall content, and the tench 
parc of that Charge the Kingdom is now at to maintain this Ar- 
mie, and prevent all danger of the nndoing peſt of Free-quarter. 
Therefore there 15 no neceſſity to-keep up this Army , or 1mpoſe 
any new Tax for their maintenance, or deftaying their pretend- 
ed Arrears, which I dare averr, the Free-quarter they have taken 
in kinde, and levied inmoney, if brought to a jult account, asit 
ought, will double, if nor treble moſt of their Arrears, and make 
them much indebted to the Country. And no reaſon they 
ſhould have full pay and Free-quar:er ton, and the Conntry bear 
the burthen of both, withour full allowance of all che Quarters 
levied or taken 0athem againſt Law, our of their pretended Ar- 
rears. 
 And'if any of the ſitting Tax-makers here obje&, That they 
darenot cruſt the Alicia of the Cities and Counties of the Realm 
with their own or the Kingdoms defence-: Therefore there is a 
neceſlity for them ro-keep-up the Army, to prevent all dangers 
from abroad, and Inſurreionsat home. 
Lanfſiwer,. 1, 'That upon theſe precences theſe new Lords _y 
1a 


(29). | 
ntail and enforce an Artny; and Taxes fo tupport them, 01 the 
Kingdom till Dooms-day. 2. If they be real Members who make 
this Obje Aion, ele Red by the Counties, Cities and Boroughs for 
which they ſerve, and deriving their Parlamentall Authority on- 
ly from the People, (the only new fountain of al Power and Autho. See their Do 
rity, as themſelves now dogmarize) then they are but their Ser- 14-1101 ro 
yants and Truſtees, who are co allow them wages, and ge them Ma:ch, 1648, 
Commiſſion for what they at. And if they dare not nowtruſt pag 1.27, 
rhe people, and thoſe perſons of quality, — and eſtate, who 
both eleRed, intruſted and impowred them,and are the primitive 
and ſupreme Power ; it is high time tor their Eletorsand Ma- 
ſters [the People] to revoke their authority, truſts, and call them 
to a ſpeedy account for all their late exorbitant proceedings, and 
miſpence of the Kingdoms Treaſure ; and no longer to truſt thoſe 
with their purſes. liberties, ſafety, whodare not now to confide in 
them,and would rather commit the ſafeguard of the Kingdom to 
mercenary,indigent ſonldiers,then to thofe Gentlemen, Free-hol- 
ders, Citizens, Burgeſſes,and perfons of Eſtate who elected chem, 
whoſe Truſtees and Attourneys onely they profeſs themſelves, 
a1d who have preateſt intereft both in them and the Kingdoms 
weal, and are thoſe who muſt pay theſe Mercenaries, if continued. 
3. The Gentlemen and Free-men of England have very little rea- 
ſon any longer to truſt the Army with the Kingdoms, Parhaments, 
or their own Liderties, Laws, and. Priviledges fafegnard, which 
they have ſo ofrinvaded; profeſſing now,thai they did not fighr 
ro preſerve the Kingdom, King, Parliament, Laws, Liberties and 
Properties of the Subjet ; but to conquer and pull them down, 
and make us conquered {}aves in ſtead of free-men : averring,that 
All @ heirs by conqueſt (which is as much as the King and his Ca- 
valiers, or any forreign enemy conld ordurſt haveattirmed, had 
they conquered us by Battel :) And if ſo, then this Army is nor, 
cannot be upheld and maintained for the Kingdoms and peoples 
common good and ſafety, but their enflaving, deftrnction,znd the 
meer ſapport of the uſurped power, authority, offices, wealth and 
abſolute domination only of thoſe who have exalted themſelves 
for the preſent, above King, Parliament, Kingdom,Laws, Liberties, 
and thoſe that did intruſt them, by the help of this cruſt-breaking 
Array, who have -* Iſt and ſtained all the glory of their former ++, 5... 
noble Vikores and Heroick Actions, by their late degenerous 
unworthy 


jo) | 
unworthy prattices, and FE. become a reproach to the Enplith 
Nation in all Chriſtian Kingdoms and Churches. 

The ſecond end of this heavie Tax, 1s the ſupport and mainte= 
nance of the Forces in 1-e/axd, for which there was only twenty 
thouſand pounds a month formerly allowed, now mounted unto! 
thirty thouſand, | | 

To which I anſwer in the firſt place, That it is apparent by, 
the printed Statutes of 25. E.1.c.6. 1 E.3 c.5.7. 18. Ed.3. c.7. 
25- £d.3.C. 8. 4H. 4.c. 13. Coke 2 Initituregy. 522. and the 
Proteſtation of all the Commons of England in th: Parliaments of 
1 Hen.5.num.17. and 7. H.5. num.g. That no Free-man of Eng- 
land ought to be compelled to go #n perſon, cr. to finde Sonldiers, Arms, 
Condutt money, Wages, or pay any Tax for or towards the maint:- 
mance of any forreign War in Ireland, ,or any other parts beyond the 
Sea, Without their free conſents is full Parliament, And there- 
fore this Tax to maintain Sonldiers and the Warr in [-e/and 
(neither impoſed in Parliament, much lefle -in a full and free 
one, as I have proved) muſt needs be illegall, and no ways obli- 
Satory to me, Or any other. , 2, Moſt of the ancient Forces in 
{rel na (as the Brituſh Army, Scots and [nchiqueen's, towards 
whoſe ſupport the-twenty theuſand pounds a month was de- 

ſigned) have been long ſince declared Rebels, T aytors, Revol- 
ters, and arenot to-ſhare in this-Contribution : and thoſe now 
recending for Irelayd,beingMembers of the preſent Army,and to 
e paid out of that Eſtabliſhment, there is no ground at all to aug- 
ment, but to decreaſe this former monthly Tax for [relana, over 
what it was before. 3.Many of thoſe now pretending for 1reland, 
have been the greateſt obſtruRers of its relief heretofore : and 
many of thoſe deſigned for this Service by lot, have in words,wri- 
ting and print proteſted they never intend to £0 thither, and dif. 
ſwade others from going, yet take Free-quarter.on the Country 
and pay too-under that pretext. And to force the Country to pay 
Contribution and give Free quarter to ſuch Cheaters and Impo. 
{tors, who never intend this Service, is both unjuſt and diſho- 
nourable. 4. If the Relief of 1reland be now really intended, it 
1s not upon the firſt, juſt and pious grounds, to preſerve the Pro- 
teſtant party there from the forces of the bloody, Popiſh, Iriſh 
Rebels,with whom (if report be true) theſe ſitting Auti- ILonar- 
chiſts ſeek and hold correſpondence, and are now aQually w_ 
c 


1) 
ded with Owen Rot» Oneal, and (3 pary of bloudieſt Þ apiſts ; but 
to oppoſe the Kings intereſt and Title to that Kingdom (* ſerled 
on HIM, HIS HEIRS & SUCCESSORS FOR EVER by an ex- 
preſs a& of Parliament made in Jreland, 33. H.8.c.1. and by the 
Stat. of 1 Fac.c. 1. made in England, yet unrepealed,) and the Pro- 
teſtant remaining party there, adhering to, and proclaiming, ac- 
knowledging him for their Soveraign ; leſt his gaining of [rc {and 
fhould prove farall ro their uſurped Soverzignry in Englang, or 
conduce to his enthroning here : And by what Authority theſe 
now ſitting canimpoſe, or with what conſcience any loyal Subject 
who hath tagen the Oaths of Supremacy, Altegrance,and Covinunt, 
can voluntarily pay any Contribution to deprive the King of his 
hereditary right,and undoubced titleto the Kingdoms & Crowns 
of England & Ireland, and alter the frame of the ancient Govern- 
ment and Parliaments of our Kingdoms, P Removſtrated /v often a+ 
gainſt by b:th Hoaſes,and adjudged High Treaſon in Canterburies 


and Strafforas caſes,tor which they wer&beheaded;and by them- 5 
ſelves inthe Kings own caſe, whomeheydecolted likewiſe(withour ©” 7 


incurringthe guilt of perjury and danger of yh Treaſo1,to the loſs 
of his life & eltate,by the very laws and Statutes yet in-force tran- 


ſcends my underſtanding to conceive; Wherfore I neither can,nor 


dare,in conſcience, law.or.prudence, ſubmit to this contribution. 

Fourrhly,: The coercive power,and manner of levying this con- 
tribution,expreſled in the AR,is again? the Law of the Land,and 
Liberty of the SubjeRA, which is threefold. 

Firſt, ' Diſtreſſe and ſale of the goods of thoſe Who refuſe to pay it ; 
With power 10 break open their Houſes (which are their Caſtles ) 
doorgcheſts,coc to diftrain;. which is againſt Magna Charts C.29. 
The Petition of Right ;-The Votes of both Houſes in the caſe of Ship= 
mony, 1 R:2.C.3, and the reſolution of our Zuages and Law-books. 


13.Ed-4.9. 20.E.4.6. Cook 5 Report, f.91,92. Sewains caſe, and. 
4.Inſt. p.176-177. \: 


Secendly, lmpriſonment of the body: of the party till he pay the 


Contribution, being contrary to Magna Chirta, The Petition of 


Right, The reſolutton of both Houſes in the Parliament of 4 Ca- 
roli, inthe caſe of Loans; and 17 Caroli,in the cife of Ship-monr, 
the judgment of our Judges and Law-books, colleted by Sir E4- 
ward Cookin his 2 Inſt. p.45. &c. and the Statute of 2\H.4. Ror. 
Parl.n.5,ugpriated; bur moſt exprefle in-poiovt, + - 


Thirdly, 


* See Seldenz 
Titles of Honor, 
P+42, 


f Sec A Co!.- 
et. p 94-95 
09. 693 7920, 
878, 
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fcſt, I finde, that was ever inpoſed by any. who had been Mem- 


(32) Ss 
Thirdly, Leoying of the contribution by ſouldiers' and forte of army, 


* $4 caſe of reſiſtance ,. and. impriſoning the perſon by like force t ad- 


judged Hrgb Treaſonznthe caſe of rhe Barl of Strafford, and « 
levymng of war within the Statute of 25, Ed. 3. by the late Parlia- 
ment, for which he loſt his head : and ſo proved to be at large by 
Maſter St. Iohn in his Argument at Lay at the paſſing the Bill for 
his attainder, Printed by Order of the Commons Houſe. h 
Foxrthly, (Which heightens the illegality of theſe illegail 
means of levying it) if any perſon whoſe goods are deſtrained, or 
perſon impriſoned for this illegalltax , ſhall bring his Aion at 
Law, or an tHabeas corpus for his relief, the Comm3tree of Indewp- 
nity will ſtay his legall proceedings, award coſts againſt him, and 
commit him anew till he pay them, and releaſe his ſnits at Law, 
and upon an Habeas cerpwe, their own Sworn Judges (created by 
them,without any Oath to do equal 7uftice,+c. to all : bur _ 
be true and faithfall to their new-eretted State: )dare not bayl but 
remaund him againſt Law; An oppreſſion and Tyranny, far ex- 
ceeding the worlt of the Beheaged Kings 3 under whom the Sub- 
jets had Free- Liberty to ſue and proceed at Law borh in rhe caſes 
of Loanes, Shipmony and Knighthood, without any Councel T. t1-, 
Committce of 1udempnity to ſtop their ſuits, or inforce them to re- 
leaſe them ; and therefore in all theſe reſpes ( ſo repugnant to 
the Laws and Liberty of the Subject) I cannot ſubmit to this ille-" 
all Tax, but oppugniT'to the utetrmoſt, as the moſt invaſive on 


| Laws and Liberties, that ever was. 


Fifthly, The time of impoſing this illegall Tax, with theſe un- 
lawfull ways of levying it, is very conſiderable and ſticks much 
with me; it is(as the Impoſers of it declare and publiſh in ma- 
ny of their new kind of Ads and devices ) in the fi-# yeare of 
Englands Liberty,and redemption from thr aldom. And if this naſup- 
portable Tax, thus illegally to be levied, be the firſt frxirs of our 
frft years Freedom, and red:mption from thraldom, as they ſtile it ; 
how great may we expe& our next years thraldome will be, when 
this lirtle finger of theirs ts beavier by far then rhe Kings whole loyne, 
whom they. beheaded for Tyranny. and Oppreſſion? 

S:xthly, The Order of this Tax (if I may ſo terma diſorder) 
Or rather »ewn=efſe of it, engageth me, _ all lovers of their 
Countries Liberty, unanimouily rowithſtand the ſame. Ir is the 


bers 


NY SOOT © | SD | 
' bers of the Commons Houle (3. a Parliament diffolved ; the 
Lords Houſe Voted down,and moſt of their fellow.Commoners 
fecnred or fecluded by their connivance or confederacy with an 
andutifull Army, Which if ſubmitted to, and not oppoſed 2s 
illegall, not only the King cr Lords alone without the Commons, 
bu: any forty or fifty Commoners, who have been Meinbers of 
a Parliament , gaining Forces to aſſiſt and countenance them, 
may out of Parliament now, or any time herezfter, do the like, 
and 1mpaſe what Taxes and Laws they pleaſe upon the King- 
dorm, and the ſecluded Lords and Commons that once fate with 
them , being encouraged thereto by ſuch an unoppoſed prece. 
dent, Which being of ſo dangerous conſequence and eximple to 
the conſtitution and priviledges of Parliament , and Liberties of 
the People, we oughe all to endeavour the cruſhing of this new 
Cockarrice in th: (bell, left it grow to a Fiery Serpent, to conſume 
and ſting us to death, and inducethe Impoſers of it , tolade us 
with new and heavier Taxes of this kinde, when this expires 
(which we muſt expe, when all the Kings, B ſhops, D:ans and 
Chapters Lands are (ſhared amongſt them, told and ſpent )as they 


will quickly be if we patiently ſuomit to this —y Decoy; ſince VMatt.Pok, 


' (q)Bonus Altus inducit con[uetudinem, as our Ance 

' Amo 1240. in caſe of an #n»ſuall Tax demanded by the Popezwhere- 
upon they all unanimouſly oppoſed it at firſt ; | 

(r) Opprime dum nova ſunt ſubiti mala ſemina morbs : 
. Princigins obſta ; [er0 meatcina poyatur 

| Cum mala per longas invaluere moras, 
Being the ſafclt-rale of Srare-ply/ick, we can follow in fach new 
deſperate diſeaſes, Which endanger the whole Body-Politick. 
Upon which grounds the moſt conſciencious Gentlemen and 
belt Patriots of their Country oppoſed E1ans, Ship-money, Ton: 
nage, Poundage, Knighthood, and the late illegall Impoſitie 
ons of the King and his Conncell in the very beginniogs of them, 
and thought themſelves boand in Corſtience, Law, Prudence fo 
to do, though there were ſome coluuravle reaſons and prece- 
dents of former times pretended to countenance them, And if 
theſe Worthies conceived themſelves thus obRged to oppoſe 
thoſe illegall 1-poftions of the King and his Coancel, though 


mortal 


countenanced by ſome Judges __ as l:gall , to their nm" 


ors relolved, pF" 


FEE (34) ; 
*) ExaQt Col- mortal honour, and high eſteem both in Country and: Parſia-. 
IeQion p. 5 6. ment,who applauded them as the * principal maintainers of thein 
And thcirown Comntries Liberties ; then much more ought I, and all other 
Declarations renderers of their own and C ountries Freedom, to oppoſe this 
OY 1648. jllegal dangerous Contribution impoſed on us by a few. felloW- 
PR Subjefts only, without yea againſt all Law or Preſident to coun. 
tenance it, being of greater: conſequence, and worſer example 
to the Kingdom, then all or any of the Kings illegal projets. or 
Taxes, 

(*) In their Seventhly, the. exceſſiveneſſe of this Tax, much raiſed and 
Declarations encreaſed, when we are ſo exhaulted, and were promiſed and 
_—_ ?7- expected eaſe from Taxes, both by the Army in their Remon- 
104% P26: france, November 20. 1648. and by the (*) Impoſers of it, a= 
mounting to a ſixt part, if not a moyety of moſt mens eſtates, 
;)Mag. Chart, !5 ®, deep Engagement for me to oppoſe it; ſince Taxes, as 
c:14, 1AE. 3. Well as ( s ) Fines and Amerciaments ought to be reaſonable ; 
c. 6. Cook. 2, 10 as men may ſupport themſelves and their Families, and, 
Inſtic. p. 26. not be undone, as many wil be by this, if forced to pay it 
277.169.1709. by Diſreſſe or Impriſonment. Upon this ground, in the. 
Parliament Records, of 1 and 4 Ed. the Third, we find divers 
freed from payment of Tenths, and ether T axes lawfully impoſed 
by. Parliament, becauſe the People were impoveriſhed and 
undone by the Warres., who ought to pay them. And in the, 
EE printed. Statutes of 31 Hexr. 6. c. 8. 1 Marie C. 17. to omit 
' | others, we find Subſidies mitigated and releaſed by ſubſequent 
| Afts of Parliament, though granted by precedent, by reaſon 
C of the peaples poverty any inability to. pay them. Yea. ſom- 
times we read Of (omerhing granted them by the King, by 
Way of aid to help pay their Subſedies, as1n 25. Edward 3. Ras. 
a) Matt, Paris, {4h T 4ax.9. and 36. Ed. 3.c. 14. Andfor a. direct preſident in 
i p. 536. point : When(z) Perer Rubie the Pope's Legat in the-yeer 1240. 

[ 
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exacted an exceſſive unuſual Tax from the Engliſh Clergie ; the 

whole Clergy of Berk-ſbire (and others) aid all and every of 

1S18 them unanimouſly withſtand it, tendring. him divers Reaſons. in 
| writing of their refuſal, pertinent to our time and preſent Tax ;. 
whereof this was one, 1hat che Revenues of their (kurches 
ſearce ſufſiced to find them daily food, both in regard of their ſmal-. 
ne/5,a nd of the preſent dearth of Corng.; and becauſe there 
YE Were ſnch multitudes of poore people ro relieve, ſome of which 
| | dyed 


| | (35) 
dyei of Famin, fo 4s they had not enough to ſuffice themſelves 
and the poore. Wherewſon THEY OUGHT NOT 
TO BE COMP®ELLED TO ANY SUCH CONTRI- 
BUTION: which many of our Clergie may now likewiſe 
plead moſttruly, whoſe Livings are ſmall, and their Tithes detai- 
ned; and divers people of all ranks and callings, who muſt ſell 
their ſtocks, beds, and all their houſhold-ſtuffe,or cot in priſon, if 
forced to pay it. 
Eighthly, che principal inducement to bring on the paiment of 
this Tax, is a promiſe of raking off che all-devouring and undoing 
Grievance of Free-quarter ; Which hath ruined many Countreys 
and Families, ard yet they mult pay this heavy Tax to be caſed 
of it for the future, inſtead of being paid and allowed for what 
is already paſt, according to (#) former engagements, Againſt : 
which I LS jult exceptions, EY : Ang 
I. That the takivg of Free-quarter by Soldiers in mens Houſes, 771: : 
15a grievance againſt the very Common: Lay it ſelf, which de- 
fines every mins Houſe to be his Caſtle and Sar. uary, into which 
None oveght forcibly to enter againſt his will; and which with 
-his goods therein he may lawfully (x) fortifie and defend againſt aff x_) Scc Conk, 
antruders Whatſocuer, and kill them Without any danger of Law: 5. Report. t. 
[Againſt all the Srat#res concerning {y) Pwrveyers, which pro- ' Neko IS 
-bibit the taking of any mens goods or provifions againſt their Wille, No or Sur 
.or payment for them under pain of Felony, rbough by Commiſſion wn caſe. | "p60 
der the great Seal of England, Againſt the exprefſe Letter and f.179. Daltons 
Proviſion of the Petition of RI GuT, 3. Caroli, Condemned by Jultice of 
the Commons Houſe in their (z) Declaration of the Stare vf the my #46: 
Kingdom of the 15. Deoember, 1641, andcharged as an Arricle be. "6 Rl 
againft King Richard the ſecond when depoſed, in the Parliament Title Parvey- 
of 1 H. 4.n#.22, Yea, it iS ſuch a Grievance, as expoſcth the ers. 
houſes, goods, proviſions, moneys, ſer vants, children, wives, (4), An exa& 
lives, and allother earthly comforts we enjoy, to the luſts and ©**0? 7: 
pleaſure of every domineering Officer, and unruly common 
Souldier. Therefore abſolutely to be aboliſhed without any 
compenſation: And to impoſe an unjuſt, heavy Tax, ard induce 
people to pay it upon hopes of freeing them from Free-quareer,is 
but to impoſe one grievance upon pretext to remove another. 
2. There have been many promiſes, Declarations and Orders of 
both Honſes and the Generall, for _ off Free quarter beyetofore, 
2 


upon 
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upon the peoples paying in their Contributions befofe-f and, 
pow ; 30d thew none ſhould Free quarter on them, under pain of 
d-ath : Y <t no ſooner have they pay'd 1n their Contribution, bue 
they have becn freequartered on as much or more then formerly : 
the Souldicrs, when we tell them of any Ocdcrs againſt Free. 
quarter, lighting them as ſo many waſt papers, and carrying 
themſclves more unruly 8 And when complaint thereof hath 
been made to the Othcers, Members, or the Committee For the 
Army, or in the Houle z anſwer hath (till been wade, Thar as 
long as there is an Army on foot, there will be freequarter tak;nand 
there can be no prevention of it, there being a nec: ſſiry of 8 ; and 
When any have craved allowance of it, they have tound ſo many 
put-offs and delayes, and ſuch difficaltics in obtaining it, that 
their expences have <qualled their allowance ; and after allows 
ances made, the moneys allowed have been'called for again. So 
a8 few bave had any allowance for quarters, and moſt have given 
over ſuing for them, being put to play an after-game to ſue for 
them after all their contributions firſt paid, and nat permitted 
to deduR them out of their Contributions, as in Juſtice and rea. 
ſon they ought, which they are ſtill enforced to pay without de. 
duQRion. This pretext therefore of taking away Free- quarter,1s but 
a ſhco-hoyn to draw on the payment of this Tax,and a fair pretext 
to delude the People, 23 they finde by ſad experience every» where, 
and in the County and Hundred where I ref1de. For, not to look 
back to the laſt yeers frec=quarter taken on us(though we duly paid 
our Contributions,) In 4pril and ay laſt palt, ſince this very 
Tax impoſed for taking away Free- quarter , Colonel Harriſons 
Troopers under the command of Captain Spexcer, (who quart» 
tered fix days together in a place, and exaRted and reccived met 
of them 3s. others 38. 6d. and the lealt 25. 6 d. a day for their 
Qaarters, tellivg their Landlords, that their Lands, and the whole 
Kingdom was theirs) have put Bathwick, Bathford, Claverton, 
Combe, Hampton, Souftock, Walcot and Widcombe, ſmall pariſhes 
In our Hundred and Liberty, xs they will prove upon Oath, and 
given it me under their hands, tog94qli. 45s. 3d. charge; beſide 
thcir quarters in other pariſhes of the Hundred, Sir Harareſſe 
Wakers ouldiers upon pretcxt of colleRing arrears of Cantris 
hution not due from the hundred, put it to at leaſt 301. charge 
more for tree-quarter, they being very rude. and diſorderly ; and 
$1 09. 
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. 37) 
no ſooner were we quit of them , but on the 22 and 23 of 14 ? 


laſt, Col. Hunks his Foot under the conduR of Captain Flwey 
and Captain Elioe prerendig for 1reland, but protefiing they 
never intended to go thither, marching from Minehead and Day 
ſter (the next Welterne Ports to 1-e{and farther from it to oPÞ- 
preſſe the Country,put B arhvich, Lingridge,Wolly,B -theafton, K a+ 
therin and Fordto 281. 7s. and Swainſwich (where live) to 
abont 201, expences for two dayes Free-quarter (by colour of 
the Generals Order dated the firſt of May , being the rudeſt and 
deboiſteſt in all kinds, that ever quartered ſince the Warrs, and 
far worſe then the worlt of Gori»g's men, whereof ſome of them 
were the dreggs, and their Captain Flower, a Cavalier hereto- 
fore in arms ( as is reported) againlt the Parliament. Their car- 
riage in all places was very rude, to extort money from the peo- 
ple, drawing out their ſwords, ranfacking their houſes, bearing 
and threatning to kill them, if they would nor give them two 
ſhillings ſix pence, three ſhillings, three ſhillings {1x pence, or at 
leaſt wo thillings a day for their quarters, which when extorced 
from ſome, they took Free-quarcer upon others, takins two, 
three, and ſome four quarters a man : At my houſe they were 
moſt exorbitant, having (as their Quarter-Maſter told me, who 
affirmed to me they had twice conquered the Kingdom, and all 
was theirs) direfons from ſome great ones above, from /ome others 
in the Coxntry (intimating ſome of the Committee, ) 4”4 their own 
Offic:ys (who abſented themſelves purpoſely, that the Soul4ters 
might have none to controll them) to abwſe mm. In purſuance 
whereof, ſome thirty of them coming to my houſe, ſhouting and 
hollowingin a rude manner on May 22, when their Billec was 
but for twenty, not ſhewing any authority, but onely a Ticker, 
pos — 20} climbed over my Walls, forced my doors, 

at my ſervants and workmen without any provocation, drew 
their ſwords upon me, (who demanded whole Souldiers they 
were, by what authority they demanded Free-quarter,my houte 
being neither Inne,nor Ale-houſe ; and Free-quartef againlt Law 
and Orders of Parliament, and the Generals} uling many high 
provoking Speeches, brake tome of my windows, forced my 
{trong-beer cellar-door, and took the key from my ſervant, ran- 
lacked iome. of my chambers under pretext to ſearch for Arme, 


taking | 
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taking away my ſervants don? BG Rockivgs, bands, cuffs, 
handkerchiefs, and picking the money out of oe of their pock- 
ets; hallowed , roared, (tamped , beat the Tavles with thetr 
Swords arid Muskets like ſo many Bedlams, twearing, curfin 

ard blaſpheming at every word ; brake the Taokards, Bottles, 
Cups, Diſhes wherein they fetched ſtrong b.cr,againt the ground, 
abuſed my maid ſervants,throwing beei & other good proviſions 
at their heads, and caſting it to the dogs, as no fit meat tor Soul- 
diers, and the Heads and Conquerors of the Kingdom , as they 
calledehemſelyes ; ſearched the out-bonſes for Turkies , which 
they took for their eggs and young ones, VJal and Mutton beivg 
not gocd enough for them 3 They continued drinking and:row”- 
ing before, at and after Supper, till moſt of them were mad, 
drunk, and ſome of them dead-diunk under the Tavle. Then they 
mult have 14 Beds provided for them(for they would lye but two 
ina Bcd)an1 all their linnen waſhed ; My Siſter anſwering them, 
that there were not ſo many beds in the houſe, and that they muſt 
be content as other Souldiers had been, with ſuch beds as could 
be ſpared ; they thereupon threatned to force open her Camber 
door,and to pull her and her children out of their beds, unlefle (he 
would give them three ſhillings a peece for their beds , and next 


dayes quarters; and at laſt forced her for feare, cf their vio- 


lence.( being all drunk) to give -them eighteen pence a peece, 
aſſoon as they were forth of doors, and ſix pence a peece the 
next day, if they marched not:-z whereupon they promiſed to 
trouble the Houſe no more, Upon this agreement a!] but eight 
(who were gone to bed) departed that night, and the reſt the 
next morning. But I going to the Le&ure at the Bacb,ſome chir- 
ty of them in my abſence came about ten of the clock, not- 
withſtanding the moneys received of my Silter for their Quar« 
ters,r&-entred the houſe, and would have Quarters again , un- 
lefle ſhe wonld give them three ſhillings a peece ; which ſhe re- 
fuſing, they thereupon abuſed and beat the ſervants and yorke- 
men, forced them to drink with them all that day and niebt, 
ſwcaring, curſing, roaring like ſo many Faries and Devils , brake 
open my Parlour, Milk-kouſe , and Garden-doors , abuſed my 
PiRures and brake an hole in one of them and hacked my Tablc- 
voards with their Swords from one end to the other, threw 


the 


; | 9) 
the- chairs, ſtools, meat, trinl about the houſe ; aflaulted my 
Siſter, and her little children, and Maid-ſervantswith their naked 
. words, threatning to kill them, and kick them to gelly, ſhot at 
them with their Muſquets, forced them out of the houle to ſave 
their lives: which I hearing of, repaired to my houſe, and find- 
ing them all ſo Bed|am mad, and that they would not hearken 
to any reaſon, nor be quiered, I thereupon rode to ſeek their 
Captain: and Officers at Bach, who purpoſely abſented them- 
ſelves : and not finding them till the next morning, I acquainted 
the Captain then (as I had done the firſt night by Letter) with 
all theſe unſufferable outrages of the Souldiers (contrary to the 
Generals Order to carry themſelves civilly in their Quarters,and 
abuſe none in word or deed) which would render him and them 
odious, not onely to-the Country and Kingdom, bur all Oth- 
cers and Souldiers who had any civility in them, and be a dif- 
paragement to the General, by whoſe Proclamation he ought to 
be preſent with his Company, to keep them in goed order, un- 
der pain of caſhiering : And therefore I expeRed and required 
Juſtice and Reparations at his hands ; the rather, becauſe I was 
informed by ſome of his own Souldiers and others, that they 
had not been ſo barbarouſly rude,but by his incouragement:which 
If he refuſed, I ſhould complain of him to his Superiours, and 
right my felf the beſt way 1 might. After ſome expoſtulat;ons, 


he promiſed to make them exaraples, and caſhier them, and. 


remove them forthwith from my houſe : Bur the onely right 
I had, . was, that more of his Company repaired thither, nia- 
king all the ſpoil they could, and taking away ſome brafle and 
Pewter, continuing there till neer four of the clock z and chen 
marched away onely out-of fear I would raiſe the Country upon 
them ; many of whom profered me their aſiſtance : but I de- 
fired them- to forbear till 1 ſaw what their Officers would do; 
who in ſtead of puniſhing any of them, permitted them to play 
the like-Rex almoſt in other places where they quartered ſince, 
marching but three or four miles a day, and extorting what mo- 
ney they could from the Country by their violence and diſor- 


ders. Now, for me, or.any-other to give moneys to maintain | 
fuch deboiſt Bedlams and Beaſts as theſe ( Who boaFed of their wit 


lavies, and that they had done me as leaft rwenmty pounds [pcil in Beer 
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ant Proviſiews, drinking ous five barrely of good firong Beer, and 
W.iting 44 much. meat 44 Womld have ſerved an hundred vivill 
perſons ) te be Maſters of our Houſes, Goods, Servants, Lives, 
and all we have, to. ride over our heads like our Lords and 
Conquercurs, and take Free-quarter on us, amounting to at 
leaſt a full yeers courribution , without any allowance for it, 
and that ſince che laſt Orders 2gainſt Free-quarter, and Warrants 
for paying in this Tax to prevent it for the future, iſſued ; is fo 
far againic my Reaſon, Judgment and Conſcience, that I would 
rather give all away to ſupprefſe diſcard them, or calt it into the 
fire, then maintain ſuch graceleis wretches with it to -diſhonour 
God, enſlave, conſume, ruine the Conntry and Kingdom ; who 
every where complain of the like inſolencies ; and of taking Free- 
quarter {ince the ninth of 7«ne, as above two hundred of Colo- 
nel Cox his men did in Bath the laſt Lords day ; who drew up in 
2 Body about the Majors houſe, and threatned to /ei/e and carry 
kim away Þ 3ſoner for denying fo give them Free- quarter, cConerary 
go the New Af for aboliftsng it. Laſtly, This pretended Ac im- 
plies, that thoſe who refuſe to pay this contribution without dt- 
{treſſe or impriſonment ſhall be ſtill oppreſſed with Free-quarter-; 
An1 what an height of oppreſſion and injuſtice this wil prove,not 
enly to diſtrain and impriſon thoſe who cannot in-conſcience, Law 
or prudence ſubmit to this illegall Tax, but likewiſe ro. unde 
chem, by expoſing them to Free-quarter, which themſelves con- 
demn as the higheſt peſt and oppreilion, ler all ſober men men 
conſider : and what reaſon I and others have to oppoſe ſuch a 
dangerous, deſtructive preſident in its firſt appearing to the 
world. In few words; As long as we keep an Army on foot, 
we mult never expe& to be exempted from Free-quartep or 
Wars, or to enjoy any peace or ſetlement: and as- long as we 
wil ſubmit to pay contributions to ſupport an Army, we ſhall be 
certain our new Lords and Governors will: .continue an Army to 
over-aw and enſ{lave us to their wils. Therefore the onely way 
to avoid free-quarter, and the coſt and trouble of an Army,and. 
{ertie peace, is to deny all future contributions. | 3 
| Ninthly, The principal end of impoſing this Tax to main- 
tainthe Army and Forces now raiſed,is not the defence and ſafety 
of our ancient and firſt Chriſtian Kingdom of England, its Par 
| 4 laments, 
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ſaments, Laws, Liberties and Religion, as at firſt ; but to diſin® 
kerit the King of the Crown of England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
(to which he hath an #*doubred right by common and Statute Law G 
as the Parliament of I facobi ch. 1. reſolves) and to tevie War a- 

inſt him, co deprive him of it : To ſubyert the ancient Mo- 
narchical Government of this Realm, under which onr Anceſters 
have always lived and flouriſhed, co ſer up a New-Repwblick, the 
oppreſſions and grievances whereof we have already felt (by in- 
creaſing our Taxes, ſetting up arbitrary Courts and Proceedings 
tothe taking away the lives of the late King, Peers, and other 
Subjects, againſt rhe fundamental Laws of the Land, creating 
new monſtrous Treaſons never heard of in the world before, and 
the like ;) but cannot yet enjoy or diſcernthe leaſt eaſe or advan- 
rage by it : To overthrow the ancient conſtitution of the Parlia- 
ment of England, conſiſting of King, Lords, and Commons, and 
the Rights and Priviledges thereof : To alter the fundamental 
Laws, Seals, Courts of Juſtice of the Realm, and introduce an 
arbitrary government at leaſt, if not Tyrannica), contrary to our 


Laws, Oaths, C ovenant,Proteftation, * publick Remonftrances and = _ 
Engagements to the Kingdom and forreign States, not to change wi "+ es el 
the Government, or attempt any of the Premiſes, All which being gn of publick 


no leſs then High Trea/on by the Laws and Statutes of the Realm Orders, &c. p. 


of ed (both printed by the Commons ſpecial Order) have 
proved ar large by many Precedents, Reaſons, Records ; and (> 
adjudged by the laſt Parliament in the caſes of Strafford and Car- 
rerbury, who were condemned and executed as Traitors by Judge 
ment of Parhament, and ſome of theſe now ſitting, bur for ſome 
of thoſe Treaſons apon obſcurer Evidences of guilt, then are now 
viſible in other : 1 cannot ſubmit thereto, without incurrinsthe 
Crime and Guilt of thefe ſeverall High Tre:/ons, and the eter- 
nal, if not temporal puniſhments incident thereunto, if I ſhould 
volutarily contribute ſo mach as one penny or farthins towards 
ſuch Treaſonable and diſloyal ends as theſe, againſt my Conſci- 
ence, Lav”, Loyalty and Duty, and all my Oaths and Obligations 
£9 the contrary. | 
Tenthly, The payment of this Tax for the premiſed pur- 
G poles, 
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(as Sir Edward Cook in his 4. Inftirntes ch. 1, and Mr. $* ohm in his 99- 598. 790- 
Argument at Law, upon paſſing the Bill of Attainder of the Earl ©7757: 
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poſes; will (in my poor judgment and conſcience) be offen= 


' ive to God and all good men, fcandalous to the Proteſtant 


Religion, diſhonourable to our Engliſh Nation, and difadvan- 
tagious and deſtruftive to our whole Kingdom, hindering the 
ſpeedy ſettlement of our Peace;the re-eſtablrſhment of our Laws 
and Government, aboliſhing of our Taxes, disbanding of our 
Forces, revivall of our decayed Trade, by the renewing and 
perpetuating our bloody uncivill Warrs .; engaging Scotland, 
Ireland , and all forreign Princes and Kivgdoms in a juſt Wax 
againſt us, to avenge the death of our late beheaded King, the 
diſ-inherit.ng of his poſterity, and reſtore bis lawfull Heirs and 
Succeflors to their juſt, undonbted Rights, from which they are 
vew forcibly ſecluded ; who will undoubtedly moleſt vs with 
continuall Warrs ( what-cver ſome may fondly conceit to. the 
contrary) til they be ſetled in the Throne in peace upo juſt and 
honorable terms,and inveſted ig their juſt poſſeſſions. Which were 
far more ſafe, honorable, juſt, prudent, and Chriſtian for our whole 
Kingdom voluntarily and ſpeedily to do themſelves, then ro be 
forced to it at laſt by any forraign Forces ; the fad conſequences 
whereof we may eaſily conj: ure, and have cauſe enough to fear, 
if we now delay .it, or ſtill contribute to maintain Armies 
to oppoſe their Titles, and protet the Invaders of them.from 
publick Juſtice, And therefore I cap neither in conſcience, piety 


nor prudence, enſnare my (lf in the guilt of all theſe dangerous. 


confequences, by any ſubmiſſion to this illegall Tax. 

Upon all theſe weighty Reaſons, and ſerious grounds of 
Conſcience, Law, Prudence, (which I humbly ſubmit to the 
Conſcicnces and Judgments of all conſcientious and Judi 
cious perſons, whom they do or ſhall concern) I am re- 


| ſolved by the aſſiſtance and ſtrength of that Omnipotent God 


(who hath miraculouſly ſupported me under, and carried me 
through all my former ſuff:rings for the Peoples publick Li- 
berties with exceeding joy, comfort, and the ruine of my great» 
eſt enemies and Oppoſers) to oppagne this wnlawſut Con- 
3rbation, and the payment of it to the uttermoſt, 1a all jut and 
lawfull wayes, I may; Andif any will forcibly levie it by di- 
ftrefſ2 or other wiſe, without Law or Right (as Theeves and 
Roobers take mens goods and Purſes) let them doe it at their 

own 
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own utmoſt perill, I traſt Go and men will in due ſeafon do 
me juſtice upon them, and award me recompence for all their 
injuries in this kinde, or any ſufferings for my Countries Li- 
berties. How-ever, fall back, fall edge, I would ten thouſand 
times rather lofe life, and all I have, to keep a good conſci- 
ence, and preſerve my native Liberty , then part with one 
farthing, orgain the whole world with the loſſe of either of 
them ; and rather die a Martyr for our Axzcient Kingdem, 
then live « Slave under any new Repablick, or remnant of a 
broken, diſmembred, ſirange Parliament of Commons, with» 
out King, Lords, or the major part of the Knights, Citizens 
and Burgeſſcs of the Realine, in being ſubje& to their 5d 
Taxer, and what they call 49 of Parliament , which in realt- 
fy are no A: at all to binde me, or any other ſubjeR, to obedi- 
ence, or juſt puniſhment for on. obedence thereunto, or Now- 
conformity to what they ſtile the preſent Government of the Armies 
modeling, and I fear, the 7e/»ires ſuggeſting, to eeR onr King- 
doms and R<ligions ruine. 


WILLIAM PRYNNE. © 


SWalNSWICE, 
June 16, r649. 


PsAt. 26.4,5. 
I have not ſate With vain perſons, neither will I go in With Diſe 
ſemblers : I bave hated the Congregation of evill doers,. and wilt 
nor ft With the wicked, | 
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VNR FRDRIPBLREDRDTDRY 
A POSTCSRIPT. 


»M Ince the drawing up of the precedent Reaſons , T 
Z have met with a printed Pamphler, intituled, An 
Epiftle written the 8th day of Fane, by Lieutenant 
Colonel John Lilburn, to Maſter William Len- 
thal Speaker to tbe remainder of thoſe few Knights, 
SPECI EZD Citizens and Surgafs that Col. Thomas Pride 
at bus late purge thought convenient to leave ſitting at Weſtminſter, 
(«« mo fit for bis cnd his Mafters deſigner, to ſerve their ambitions 
and tyrannical ends, to deſtroy the good old Law, Liberties and Gu- 
foms of England, the baages of our Freedom, as the Declaration a= 
gainſt the King,of the 7th of March, 1648. p. 23. calls them) and by 
force of Arms to rob the people of their lives, eftates and propertier ; 
and ſubjet thems to perfe veſſeloge and ſlavery, &-c. Who (and in 
ruth no otherwiſe) pretendedly ſtile themſelver, The Conſervators 
of the Peace f England,or the P arliament of England, intruſted and 
autborized by the conſent of all the people thereof, whoſe Repreſentas 
tives by Ele ion (in their Declaration laſt mentiontd,p.27. they fay 
they are ; although they are never able to produce one bit of Law, or 
#19 piece of a Commiſſion to prove, that all the people of England, 
or one quarter, tenth, hundred or thouſand part of them autho, 
rized Thomas Pride , with his Regiment of Souldiers, to chuſe 
them a Parliament,as indeed it hath fafto done by this PR E- 
TENDED MOCK-PARLIAMENT : And therefore it. cannot 
properly be called the Nations or Peoples Parliament : but Col. 
Prides and his Aſſociates whoſe really it is : Who,althowgh they bave 
beheaded the King for a Tyrant, yet walk in bu oppreſſingeſt ſteps, if 
\His Peririon ot oo and higher. 8 Es 
bs In this- Epifle, this late: preat charzprex of the Houſe of Com- 
ng an 4 wons, and fitting ?wzto's A. ond both before and ſince the 
Defiance. See Kings beheading, who with his Brother * Overton and their 
Mr, Edwards Confederates, firſt cryed them up as, and gave them the Title of 
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tory of the Land : The oily formali and legell Supriave power of the 
Parliament of England, in Whom alone h—C binding, rite 
N ation by making, altering, or abrogating Laws,without exther King 
or Lords, refidrs, &c. and firſt engaged them by their Pawpblers 
and Pctirions, againſt the King, Lords,and Perſonal Treaty, (as he 
and they print and boaſt in Þ this Epife, and other late Papers ) 


doth in his ewn and his Parties behalf (who of late ſo much a- 


dored them,as the onely earthly Deities and Saviours of the Na- 
tion) now poſitively afſert and'prove bi: $7644 
Firſt, * That © Commiſſary General Iretox,Colonel Harriſon, 
* with other Members of the Houſe, and the General Conncel of 
" Officers of the Army, did in ſeveral Meetings and Debares at 
*Windfor,immediatly before their late march to London to purge 
*the Houſe, and after at White-hall, commonly flile themſelves 
"the pretended Parliament (even before the Kings bebeading) 
* a MOCK PARLIAMENT, a MOCK POWER, a PRETEN- 
*DED PARLIAMENT, & NO PARLIAMENT AT ALL : 
* And that they were abſolutely reſolved and determined 'TO 
*PULL UP THIS THEIR OWN PARLIAMENT BY THE 
©*ROOTS, and not ſo much asto leave a ſhadow of it ; yea; and 
* had done it, ifwe (ſay they) and ſome of our then FRIENDS 
*inthe Houſe, had not been the Principal Inſtruments to hin- 
* der.them : We judging it then of two evils the leaſt, to chuſe rather 
© to be governed by THE SHADOW OF a PARLIAMENT, rt: 
We could get a reall and a true one (which with the greateſt pro- 
teſtations in the world they then promiſed and engaged with all 
their might ſpeedily to effet) then ſimply, ſolely and onely by the 
Will of Sword-men, Whom We bad already found to be. min of m1 very 
render conſcience. 
If then theſe leading, ſwaying members of the new pretended 
purged Commons Parliament and Army, deemed the Parliament 
even before the Kings beheading,. a Mock: parliamenr, a mock- 
power, a pretended Parliament, yea, noparliament at all ; and ab- 
folutely reſolved to pull it up by the roots as ſuch, then it neceſſarily 
follows, Firſt, hat they are much-more ſo after the Kings death, 
and their ſuppreſſion of the Lords Houſe, and purging of the 
Commons Houſe to the very dregs, inthe opinions and conſci- 
ences of thoſe-now fitting, and all other rationall men. 'Andno 


Wayes enabled by Law to-impoſe this or any other aew re 


b Pag.11,29. 


c Pap. 34,35. 
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, ; , (96) _ VT an SR. Why. _ 
AF upon theKingdom, creating new Treaſous and Penalties, 


| Secondly, that theſe grand ſaints of rhe Army and Stearſmen of 
| the'Pretended Partiamenr knowingly ſit, vote and a there a- 
| painſt choiriown judgemedrs and conſciences, For their own pri- 
| Jars, pernicious ends. Thirdly, that it1s a baſerieſs, cowardize, 
|  .... - - anddegeneracybeyond all expreſfion, for any of their” felow- 


members now ating, 009 ſuffer theſe Grandees intheir Aſſembly 

& 4rmy,to fit or vote together with rhem,or td enjoy any Office 

or command in the Army,or to'rmpoſe any'tax-npon the People 

to rmaintai fuch Officers, Members, Soutdiers, who have thug 
villified,affronted theirpretended Parliamentary Anthority,and 

thereby induced others to conremn and queſtion: : and as great 

a baſeneſs in others for to pay it upon any terms. {A 

(4)Pag.26,27 | © Secondly he there-athicgis'thar (a) Oliver Crawwel by the 
© help of - the "Ar 51 ar their firft) Rebellion againſt the Pat- 

© liament, was 'no ſooner up, bur like a perfidious , þ4/Þ, #- 

| * worthy man, 8&c. the Howſe of Peers Were hu only White boys, 
| © and who but O/;ver (who before to me had called them in et- 
© fe both Tyrevts and Uſurpers) became their Prov, where 
© everhecame; yea and fet his fon /reros ar work for them alſo; 
© infomuch that at ſome meetings, with ſome of my friends at 
© the Lord Wh-rtons lodgings, he clapt his hand upon his breaſt, 
* and tothis purpoſe, profeſſed in the fight of God pon hx conſci- 
* exce, THAT THELORDS HAD'AS TRUE A RIGHT TO 
© THEIR LEGISLATIVE & JURISDICTIVE POWER O- 
© VER THE COMMONS AS HE HAD TO THE COAT UP. 
* ON HIS BACK,and he would procure a friend, viz. Maſter 
* Nathaniel Fiennes ſhould argue and plead their juſt right with 
< any friend T had i» England. And not only ſo,but- did he not ger 
© the General and (onncel of War at Winſor (about the time that 
| © the Votes of no more addrefles were to paſs) to make a De- 
| © claration tothe whole world,declaring, THE LEGAL RIGHT 
| * OF THE LORDS HOUSE,& THEIR FIXED RESOLUTI- 
* ON TO MAINTAIN & UPHOLD IT? which was ſent by 

© the- General to the Lords by Sir, Hardrefſe Waller : and to 

* incexr himſelf the more unto the - Lords in whoſe houſe with- 
| * out all doubt heintended to have fate himſelf, he requited me 
© evil for good ;- and became my enemy to keep me in Priſon, 

* out of which I mult not; ſtirre, unleſs F would ſtoop and ac- 


- know- 
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(47) x | | 

*-knowledge the Lords jurisdiction over Cammoners; and for 
* that end he ſets his agents and inftruments at work to get me to 
* doit z yet now they have ſuppreſſed them. _ i 1 4s 
 Whence itis moſt apparent, 1; That the General, Liewtmnant 
Generall Cromwel, Ireton , Harriſon, and other Officers of the 
Army now fitting as Members, and oyer-ruling all the ret, have 
wittingly ated againſt theit owo. knowledges, Declarations, 
Judgments, Conſciences in ſupprefſiog the Lords Hou'e; » and 
depriving them of ther [Zegiflative agd Faradifiive Right and 
power, by preſuming to make Ads, paſſe ſ:ntences, and impoſe 
Taxes without them , or their aſſents in Parliament, 2. That 
this Tax enforced upon the Commons and Kingdom , tor their 
own particular advantage, pay.and enrichment, is 1n their own 
Judgment and: conſcience, both unjuſt and direAly contary to 
the Laws of the Realm, being not afſented to by the Lords: and 
therefore to be unanimouſly and ſtrenuoufly oppoſed by all who 
love their own or Gountries Liberties, or have any Nobility , or 
Generoſity in them. | 

*Thicdly, he (e) there afſerts in poſitive terms in. his own de- 
© half, and kis confederates ; That the purged Parliament now (-) Pez. 34. 


* litting, is but a pretended Parliament ,*% mock: Parliament ; 39,49-55:47+ 


*yea, andin plaine Engliſh, NO PARLIAMENT AT 
*ALL. but .the ſpade\v of a Parliament. ' That thoſe rag 
*of men at W-ftminſter , rhat gave Conmiſſion to the Hig 
* Court of Fuſtice totry and behead the King, &c. were no more 
* 4 Parliament by LaW or Repreſentatives of the People , by the 
"rules of Frſtice and Reaſon , then ſuch a company of men are a 
© Parliament or Repreſentative of the People , that a company of 
* armed Theever chooſe and ſet apart to try, jiddge , condemne, 
$ barg or bekead any man that they pleaſe , 'or can prevaile over 
© by the power of their Swords , to bring before them by farce of 
* arms , to tape their lives taken aWay by prerence of FUST ICE, 
* grounded yon rules meerly flowing from their Wills and SWvoras. 
* That no Liw in England authorifeth a company of ſervants to 
puniſh and correct their Maſters, or to give a Law unto them, 
'or to throw thei at their pleaſure out. of th:ir power., and 
' {« themſelves downe in ic ; which is the Armies caſe with. the 
* Parliament, cſpecially at Thomas Pride's late purge , which 
*-WAS an abſolite diflolution of the very Efknce and velg - _ 
; ou 
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* Houſe of Common: to ſet up indeeda MOCK-POWER, 


*-nda MOCK-PARLIAMENT , by purging out 
© all thoſe, that tkey-wete any way jealous of, would not Vote 
f as they would have them ; and ſuffering and permitting none 
*.co fit but (for the Major part of them) a company of abſolute 
* School-boys, that will, like good Boys, ſay their Leſſons after 
© them their Lords and Maſters , and vote What they would have 
* chem: and ſo be a skreen betwixt them and the people, with 
* the zame of Parliament, and the ſhadow and imperte& image 
* of Legal and Juſt Authority to pick their pockets for them 

* Aſſeſſments and Taxatsons ; and by their arbitrary and tyram- 
* nical Courts and Committees (the beſt of which is now become 
© a perfect S:ar-chamber, High-Commiſſion, aud Councet-board) 
© make them their perfect laves and vaſſals, With-much more 


_ © to this purpoſe. 


(f)Pag.5 2.53» 
$6.57-53. 59» 


If then their Principal admirers, who- confederated with 
the Army, and thoſe now ſitting, in all their late proceedings; 
and cryed them up moſt of any, asthe Parliament and ſupreme 
Authority of England before, at, and ſince the late force upon 
the Houſe,and its violent purgation, do thus in print profeſled- 
ly diſclaim them, for being any real Parliament or Houſe of 
Commons , to make Atts or impoſe Taxes upon the people ; the 
ſecluded Members, Presbyterians, Royallits, and all others, 
have much more cauſe and ground to diſavow and oppoſe their 
uſurped Parliamentary authority and illegal Taxes, Acts, as not 
= by any true Engliſh Parliament , but a Meck:Parliament 
only. 

Fourthly, He therein futher avers: (f) * That the death of 
* the King, in LaW indiſputably diſſolves this Parliament, ip{o 
© fato, though it had been all the time before never ſointire and 
* unqueſtionable to that very hour. That no Neceſlity can be 
* pretended fox the: continuance of it ; the rather, becauſe the 
* men that would have it continue ſo long as they pleaſe, are 
* thoſe who have created theſe neceilities on purpoſe, that by 
* thecolour thereof they may make themſelves great and po- 
* tent, That the main end wherefore the Members-of the 
* Commons houſe were choſen and ſent thither, was, 7o treat 
© andconferr with King Charles and the Houſe of Peers, about 


* zhe great affairs of the Nation, Fc, And therefore atc but 


a 
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*4 third part, or third PAL of that Parliament, to which they 
© tyere tocome and j'yn with,and who were legally to' make 
© permanefit and binding Laws for the people of the Nation, 
* And therefore having taken away two of-the three Eſtates 
*that they were choſen 6n purpoſe tojoyn with to make laws, 
©theend both inreaſon and law of the peoples trult is ceaſed : 
© fot # Migor joyticd with a Myjor for one ard the ſame end, 
© cannot play Lord paramountover the Major , -and then do 
* whatit pleaſe ; no more can- the Minor of a Major; viz.one 
Eſtate of three, legally or juſtly d:Rtroy two of three, without 
* their own ſeat, 8c, That the' Houſe of Commons fitting 
ffr&ly'withia it's limited time, in all its ſplendor of glory, 
h withouttheuwe of #rmed men, neither in Law, nor in the 
© jncention of their Chooſers were i Parliament ; and therefore 
* of themſelves ilone have no pretence in Law to alter the eon- 
*RKitition of Parliaments, &c. concluding thas : - For ſaw let 
©nottan be ſoamaciovſly or ſottiſhly yoid of reaſon, as tocall 
* Tho. Prices pittifult Junto A P ARZ1A MENT , eſpecially 
* thoſe that calle#; avowed, proteſted and' declared again and x- 
©oainthoſe TO BE NONE that ſate at Fefminſter, the 26,27. 
*&6.0f Fly 1647. when « few of their Members 'were feared 
"away tothe Arimy,by & few bours'toimult of a company of a 
(few Grdes ly-Apprentices, And i o repreſentative of 
the People, much lefle PARLIAMENT , what pretence of 
'Law,Reafon, Juſtice or Nature can there be for you to alter 
*theconſtitation of Patlizments, atd force por the people 
*"th&ſhtw of their own'wills, "lots nd pleaſures for Lawes 

ne Riiles of Government, ' m2de by = PRETENDED E- 

VERLASTING, NULLED PARLIAMENT , a Cotincel 
vor wy it-Cha&ber aid a Couned of War , or rather 

T | 

Now 
rifit 


'or St 
af: rome nhl Trvr 

cit own lite confederites and creatures argite thus 
inftrhew continaing «Parliament, JuriediAon, 
brocedibes, Tags; abt arbirraty plafares (hould not aIP offers 
tnuch more doe'it, and oppoſe them to the utmoſt npor' the 
ſelſlaoeges? So On 
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*of their owa inheritance, and yet rake five hynd 


5o) 
* then over Strafford did:1.1n G ealing the'people of, (but xn- 
* creaſing.) theit greivances, 2, Incxhauſting their Eſtates to 
* maintain and ptomote peroicious Deſgnes to the peoples de. 
* ſtruRioo, The King did1t by alittle $hip-mr0ny & Monopolics z 
© but ſince they began”, they have raiſed and extorted more mce 
* ny from the People and Nation then half the Kings fince the 
© Conguclt cver did ; as particularly 4 1.By Exciſe, 2 Gontribs- 
" tions, 3 Sequeftrations of lands to an infinite value. 4. Fife 
* pars. 5 Twentyerh parti. 6 Meal-mony. 7 . Sale of plunde+ 
* red goods. ,8 Loants. 9 Benevolencies. 10. Collettions upon 
* their, fat duys., 11 NeW impoſitions or cuſtoms upon. Merchan> 


* menin Parliament and elſewhere 'of their Aﬀociates:(t 
* jadge themſelves. the onely Saints and.Godly men upon the 
© carth ) that have conſiderable (and ſome of them dw eſtates 


o 


or 


© rhnes, four ve thouſand pounds per 
© eher,com! 


| es in-by. their places, and that out 
X reafury of the Nation,whea 


' the people of the world.as they call them, but al 
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© that ſaying of the ſpirit of Rs ba Wwhoſo bath thit Worlds: 
. © goods, andſceth' bu brorbey bat neud; | and ſputreth wp, bis bow + 


* als of compaſſion ſrom Jirg (wich he abſolntely. doth: that any 
* way takes 2 little of his lnle from him) how dwekcth the love 
C Yi Godin him) 1 Jobs 3, t79, Theſe aRions and pratices are 
© ſo far from being like che true and reall children of the molt 
« High, chat they are the higheſt oppreſſion , theſt and murtl er in 


© the wo-{d, to rob the poor in the day of their great diftrefſe by 


« Exciſe, Taxations, &c. to maintain their powp , ſuper fluities 
« anddebaxcb.ry., when many. of thoſe from whom they tako 
* it,do periſh and (tarve with wart & bunger 1n the meantime, 


'* ard be deaf and Adamanr-hearted to all their TEARES, 


© CRYES,LAMENTATIONS, MOURNFUL HOWLINGS, 
©GROANES. Without all doubt, theſe pretended , Godly 
« Religious men, havegot a degree beyond thoſe Arbeifts wv 
« Fools, that ſay in their hearts, there ts no God. Pſal. 14-1.nnd 
© 53.1.3. Jn quite deſtroying the peoples eſſentiall Livertics 


-* Laws: and Freedoms, & in leaving them no Law at all (43 M. 


« Peters their grand Teacher averred latcly to my face we had 
« none) but their. meer will and pleaſures;/aving Fellons LaWs, 


« or Martial Law, Where new Butchers ore both Informers, Par - 


© ties, Pury-men and Judges, who bave had their bands imbrewed 
« iu blood for above ſeven theſe years tegrther , having ſerved an 
« apprentiſhip to killing of men fer nothing but money, and ſo are 
« more blooap then Butchers that kill forep aud calves for their 
« own livelihood; who yet by the Law of England, are not per- 
* witted to be of any ary for life and death; Decauſe they are con- 
© verſant in ſheddidg of biood of beaſts, and thereby through 


«a habit of it may not be ſo tender of: the blood of mer, 


«&« the Law of England, Reaſon and tuftice world hane thens 
© robe, Yea, do not theſe men by their ſwords, being but ſer- 
« Vants, give What Laws they plcaſe rotheir Maſters the pre- 
« tended! Law.makers of : your: Houſe , now conſtituted by as 


£ good and ſegalla power as he that robs and: kills a man up- 


« on the highway. | 

* Andif this be the verdi& of their own Complic's & Parti- 
* 24%; Concerning them & their proceedings, eſpecially touch- 
© ing their exhaulting our Eſtates by. Taxes, and ſhoring then? 


among themſelvesin the time of famine and penury (x5 the 
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(52) | 
oreat Officers of the Army and Treaſmrere who are Metihers 
now doe, who both imppſe what. Taves they: pleaſe, and:diſpoſe 
df them rochemſelves and theig'opeptarties. as they pleaſe, conmra- 
ry to the praQice of all formeriages, ani! the rules of reafonvand 
juſtice too) are not all others bound by all bones of conſcience, 


Law, Prudence to withſtand their umpoſitions and Edi3s unto 


dearh, + rather then yeild che leaſtſubmiflion tothem 2, +. * 
(W)Pag. 2.15: Sixthly,He there avers, —_ and offers legally to make good, 
$7.29. 33. 34. deforeanyindifterent Tribunal.that * rhe(h) Grandees andover- 
25 41.53.57, * ruling Members of the Houſe and Army are not dnly,.a pack of 
58,59, 64.65. * diſſembling,Frgling Knaves and Machevillians,amongft Whom 
75 © in conſultation hereafter he would ever ſcorn to ceme,for that 
© there W.4s neither faith ttnth nor common honeſty among ft them: 
© but” likewiſe Arrtherers ; wha had ſhed mens hlood' againſt 
* Law,as well as the King,whom they beheaded ; and therefore 
* by the ſame Texts and arguments they ufed againſt the King, 
© their blood ought to be ſhed by man, and they tobe (urely put to 
© death without any [atisfattion taken for their lives,as Traytors, 
h: * Enemies, Rebels to, and (i) conſpiratort againſt the late K ing 
+ Pag-9le & ( whom they abſolutely reſolved to deſtroy though they. did 
n © it by Martial Law) Parliament, Kingdeme and the peoples 
© Majefty and Soveraignity; That the pretended Houſe and Ar- 
* my are guilty of all the late crimes in kinde, though. under -a 
* new Name and notion, of which they charge the King.in-their 
* Declaration Of the 17. of March 1648. that ſome of them 
©* more /egally deſerve death, then ever the King did : andcon- 
* kdering their many Oathes, (ovenants, Promiſes, Declarati. 
© ons, and Remonſtrances to the eontrary (with the higheſt pro- 
© miſes and pretences of good for the people and:their declared 
* Liberties hat ever were made by men)the meſt perjwured, perni- 
© crous, fulſt, faith and Truſt-breakers, and Tyrants that ever 
© livedin the World : and ought by all rationall and honeſt men 
* to be the moſt detefted and abhorred of al men that ever breath- 
© ed, by how much more under the pretence of friendſhip. and 
* brotherly kindneſs they have done all the miſcheife they have 
* done in' deſtroying our Lawes and liberties ; there being no 
© Treaſon like 7#4:5 bis Treaſon, who betrayed his Lord and.Ma-. 
*ſter with a kifſe, &c. And ſhall we then ſubmit ro their Taxes 
© and new Ads, or tru them with oureſtates,lives, tx 
| | kthe 
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" the ſupreme poreer,/-if ſuch-now intheirown lateadorers eyes; 
+ "> Sevemchly ond 


Be there-aff6cts,, (kh). bur: Whoſoroer fteops to (k) P. 57. 34 


4 their new thaugd"of Govermennund Tyy anny', and [wpports it 
£1; a5 abſolute aTraytor both by Law and” Reaſon, ar tvey wi 
© ; the world ; if not againſt the King, PRINCE -CHARLES, 
© (htir ajparent to his Fathe#s, Crt and Throne ) yet againſt 
* the ptoples Majeſty and Sovergighy.'. Andifithigbe true, as it 
4 tr, Thas this phrgd Parkamine IS NOPARLIAMEN f AT 
ALL ; then there's netther legat Pudges nor fuſticerof Peace 
* in England. Ani if fo; thev all thoſe that are execurett at Ti- 
© buyy &e- by their ſentence of condemnation ave meerly muy- 
© thered," and the 'Prid#ts and frſtives that condemned them are 
v Jieble in time #0 be hanved® (and thatyuſtly ) therefore for a- 
© ing without # uſt" wnd\ legal Commiſion : either froth TRUE 
*REGASL OR "FRUE 'PARLEAMENTARY POWER: (ex- 
# cept in corporations only where'they proceed by ancient Char- 
© rexsifh the Ancient Legalform).* = 
And if this be Law and (/)' Goſpel (as no doubt it is) then 
by the ſame rexfon, not only all legal proceedings, Inditments, 
Judgments, Verdifts, Writs, Tryals, Fines, Recoveries, Recogni-. 
ſances, and the like before any of our new created Judges and 
Faſtices fince the Kings beheading in any Comes at Weſtminſter, 
of tt their Circairs, Aſſiſſes, or quarter Seſſions, held" by new 
(Commiſfons, with all Commiſſions arid Proceedings of Sheriffc, 
are not only meerly vy0:d, illegal, &* coram non judice to allin- 
tents, with all Bills, Decrees, and Proceedings in Chancery, or 
the Rols ; and all -Fudges, fuſtices Sheriffs, now ating, and 
Lawyers praiſing before-them in apparent danger of High- 
Treafon both-againſt King, Ringdom, chey neither raking the 


Oathes of mages, Supremacy Or Altegiance as they onght by 


Lay ; bur only to be true and faithful to the new Erefted Stare; 
but likewiſe all votes ang proceedings before the pretended 
Houſe or any'of their (nmittees, ov Sub-Commirtees in the 


Conntry, with alftheir Grants and Offfites, one yr, Saluries, 
Sequeſtrations, Sales of Lands or goods,Compoſitions &>c. meer 
Nulities and illegal acts, and the proceedings of all active Com- 


miſſtoners,, Aſſeſſors, \ColleFors, Treaſurers, (Fc. '' and A 0. 
ther Officers imployed to levy” and tocolletrhis ifegal rax to 
fupportthat-uſurped Parliamentary Anthority,and Army which 
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have behedded thelas WY 
' 14) devyemariaguinſt and 

the cron, Gov | LOR 
and Libereies of our Pariamins, the Layer of the Kingdom, 


ſubver 


Q 


with che Liberty and proper 
then Higb Treaſon inallt 


Edward.(ookite bis 3: ſtingy: che 34.24 and. by. Mr. Sr. Zvi 
in his Argument.at Law at the argainder of che &arl of Strafford, 
both publiſhed by the late Commons Howe Crder'; which I defire 
all who acerhus imployed, .to conſider; eſpecially ſuch 'Commi/- 
ſroners who take upon them toadminiſtera new unlawful Ex-0f- 
ficio Oath to.any to ſurvey theit Netghbowre,and their own eftates 
in every, pariſband returnithe true values thereef to them upon 
the new prov'd.cate for the 3.1aſt months comtribution,and to fine 
thoſe who refuſe to de' it (a meer diabolical invention to multi» 
ply perjuries £0. danne mens, ſouls, inyented by Cardinal woelſy, 
much cnveighed againſt by Father Latimer 10 his, Sermons, cone 
demned by the«expreſſe-words of the Pezition of Right, providing 
apzinſt ſuch O aches; and a ſaere to cnthrall the wealchier ſort of 
people by ditcovering their e{tates,to ſubj:.& them to what future 
T axe: they think fit } when as the whole Howſe of Commons in) 
no age had any power to adminiſter an 04th in any caſe what. 
ſoever, mack | fſe;then to.conferre any uterly on others tg 
give ſuch. illegall Oarhes, and fire thole who r 
higheſt kind of Arbitrary, Tyranny both over mens Conſciencer, 
Properties, Liberties; to, which thoſe who voluntarily ſabmit 
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' of the-people of - Enxlang, no leſs 
erchhedts,.as is tally proved by | 
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le them , the 


LE 


d-cſerve not only the name of Trayeors to their Cuunryy , but to 


be (wm) boared through the ear, and they and their polteritics 
to be made Slaves for - ever. to thele new Tax-maſters and 


their Succefſors ; and thoſe who are any Wayes ative in im» 
poſing or adminiſtring ſuch Oarhes , and 1:vying illegill Taxes 
by diltr.(- or other wiſe, may end, will, undoubtedly ſmarc for it 
at laſt z not only by Actions. of 7reſpaſſe ,- falſe Impriſonment , 
Accompr, &c, brought azuiult thea at'the Common Law, when 
theie wih be 60 Committee of Indempnity to protect them from 
ſuch ſuits, but likewiſe by indirements of High Treaſon, to the 
deſerved lofſe of their Eftater, Lives,'and rune of their families 
when. there wil benno Parliament. of purged Commoners, nor 
Army to ſecure, nar {egatplea to.acquis.them from. the guilt and 
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| 55) OY 
puniſhment of Trayters W to their King and Country ; = xo 
rended preſent ſordid fear of loſs of Liberty, Eftate, or the like, n) Seer. H.g 
being no ® excuſe in ſuch a caſe and rimve as this, but an higher SROES 97. 

aggravation of their crime : the © FEARFUL being the 0) Rev.24.8, 

firſt in that diſmall liſt of MalefaFors, who ſhall have part inthe 

lake which burneth with fire and brimſtome, which is the ſecond 

death ; even by Chriſts own ſentence. 


| Jonn 18.34. 
To this end Was 1 born, and for this cauſe came I into the World, 
that I fronld bear witneſſe unto the truth. 


FINIS. 


